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SERIES: WAYPOINTS, WEEK 7
MESSAGE TITLE: THE RESURRECTION OF FAITH

SPEAKER: BRAD WILLIAMS
DATE: SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020

MESSAGE SUMMARY BIBLICAL TEXT(S): John 11:1-45

John chapter 11 contains another of Jesus’ miracles. Jesus is told that his friend
Lazarus is sick. We're told that Jesus loves Lazarus very much. However, instead
of immediately going to him and healing him or healing him from afar (which he's
done before), Jesus stays where he is two days. Then he decides to go to him. He
knows that Lazarus is already dead, but he tells his disciples that he is going to do
something that will strengthen their faith. The disciples are confused but go with
him.

When Jesus reaches Lazarus’ hometown he asks to be taken to Lazarus’ grave.
Jesus weeps there, sitting in the grief of the people and showing his care for his
friend. Then he does something remarkable. He raises Lazarus from the dead.
Jesus uses this miracle to demonstrate that sometimes God uses suffering and
hardships to strengthen our faith. God is good. God cares for us. God is powerful
but will use suffering in our lives to help us to believe in him. God gives purpose
to our sufferings.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS LEAN IN
These questions are designed to help lead your . . .
group through a progression of engagement These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly just to get the group talking and

with the Bible passage(s) and the speaker's start the flow of conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.
message. These can help your group under-

stand and apply the teaching more profitably . . ) )
1. What is the hardest thing for you about being quarantined?
2. What is one thing you've enjoyed about the last couple of weeks?

3. Do you have a person in your life that you love like family, even though
they're not technically related to you? Who is it and how did you meet?

4. What is one thing you're looking forward to this next week? What's one
thing you're dreading about this next week?

LOOK DOWN
These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and observations about
what'’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.
1.Whatdo you learn from the text about Jesus' relationship with Mary, Martha,
and Lazarus? How did Jesus feel about this family?
2. When Jesus is told that Lazarus is sick, what is his response?

3. Where does Martha encounter Jesus? What does she say to him? How
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CONTINUED: would you describe their conversation? How are Jesus' conversations with
Mary and Martha different and how are they similar?

4. What is Jesus’ first reaction when he goes to Lazarus’ tomb? What does he
do there? What reason does Jesus give for what he does?

5. What are the different reactions that people have to Lazarus' resurrection?

LOOK OUT

These questions help connect the world of the Bible to today. Spend about
15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What circumstances in our world cause people to doubt God's goodness
and love for humanity?

2. What are some difficult things that you have seen people you know walk
through? Did these circumstances cause people to have faith in God or walk
away from the faith? Why do think they reacted the way they did?

3. What might it look like to have an honest encounter like Martha did in
today’s world? How have you seen people be honest with their struggles?
How have you seen them hide them or try to over-spiritualize them?

4. How have you seen God show his care for people (either in the lives of
people you know or in history/situations you know of)?

5. Who in your life have you seen lean into God during a difficult time? How
did God provide for this person?

LOOKIN

These are questions that help you consider personal application. Spend about
15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What circumstances (either currently or in the past) have caused you to
doubt God's goodness?

2. How have you reacted to difficult circumstances in the past? How have they
brought you closer to God and helped you to grow? How have they caused
you to be distant from God?

3. Have you had an honest encounter with God like Martha did? What did that
look like? What was the result?

4. How has God shown his care and provision for you in the midst of difficult
circumstances (either now or in the past)?

5. What would it look like for you to lean into God’s provision in our current
circumstances?

cont.
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CONTINUED: LIVE IT OUT

These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to day life. Choose
one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. If you've had difficulty seeing how God has been providing for you in our
current crisis, commit to keeping a gratitude journal this week. Each day write
down at least one way that God has provided for you, big or small. Ask your
group to help keep you accountable to do this. You might even share a few of
the ways God has provided for you at your next meeting!

2.Doyouneedto be honestwith God about how you're feeling right now? What
would it look like this week for you to be more honest in your communication
with Him?

3. What are you walking through right now? Where do you need God to show
you how he's using a painful circumstance to help you grow? How can your
group pray for you in this?

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich and the ADT team this week for notes and questions,
as well as Charissa Burns (@charissaburnsstudio on Instagram) for her illustrated
notes, which normally appear on the following page.



> WAV DOINTS

T RESURRECTION OF TAITH
John 1 s W Thure is a wefibi,{—f GOD WORKS 1 fRDWS

who Jesus & omd whe | P what we are OUR FAITH IN ovR
Jeans - it omol whodt %vou has a n?;% WORST TIMES, THE
thod o7 W MAght nawr mrla right wow. HARDEST TIMES !

B Hr sy | S PR e,

C\
- EVEKM CTRCUMSTANCE You Erow thot
FACE TS AN OPPORTUNTTY *“‘*"‘6 ‘gﬁj—“ MW%MM&

For GOD TO 6ROW YoUur
FATTH AND IS feR GODS GLORY. =

__ “bko* b wll st
=i —D MW and M,M
| Il ‘bD‘ J'QMAA- % s Hr tha
: | [ that Lazams) ok Gool.
| wwwms TFu. Jmm.a'\
diseaples re
Jesus S“”Je’ meﬁﬁ ied \
owr {riend s 1o Fore huim. T
{MA\: ot Jesuns Juzkm (W L@
/—Df"]a/r%m ke
VM ki Soptis. S
Lonorus will e

d will ha
&ﬁm?;:ealé? 8W hum in
BUT JESUS SAHS i L\M TUE RESURRECTION AND THE LTFE! " q_)

D—J—sus sows ke the Sﬁmej " '
agaf*ha StuyS buﬁ‘ LA?ARUS' CoME ouT!
f,re \m\ be on odor
SMNNJM really Jesus PRAYS . Thain says

AND 0LT WALKS
Couf'QS
MY CIRCUMSTANCL Do NOT CHANGE WO JESUS . *“"PE
JESUS CHANGES ME THROUGH MY CTRCUMSTANCES !

ﬁ

LAZARUS‘
PRAY: GOD, T
tcrw_




