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When the World Turned Upside Down Week 10: On the Ourskirt Acts 8:26-40
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And today we are going to proclaim a truth about our faith and that is:
The gospel of Jesus is for everyone...
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Recently, | have felt really challenged by Jesus.

| have been challenged to ask myself, “Do my thoughts and actions line up with what | say | be-
lieve?” i MAZMHEMNRE TR - R—EEEES—EBE: “BNEENITRAREHRARMN—EK?

All people no matter what race or culture, that all human beings are created in the image of God
and therefore equally worthy of love and mercy. BMEFRBA » BimfERI LI » frE ALEERRIRR
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“The death and resurrection of Jesus is a crucial and vital aspect of the good news, but the gospel is
not fire insurance. The truest form of the gospel is this:

The kingdom of heaven has come and is coming to earth, and God has invited us to take part in it.”
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* Our ability to love everyone is dependent upon our willingness to love anyone. F{fE & @ AR &E J1EX
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e Jesus is far more concerned with mercy and freedom than he is with religion and rules. BR&REE L {251
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* In our current cultural moment, the people at the “ends of the earth” are right next door. £ &
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Acts 8 Philip and the Ethiopian

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an
important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopi-
ans” ). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot
reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 T he Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay nearit.”

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you under-
stand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How canl,” he said, “unless someone explains it to
me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch
was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so
he did not open his mouth.
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The ancient Hebrews and orthodox Jews today meditate on something called the Shema “Hear O
Israel, the Lord our God, The Lord is one, Love the lord your god with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your mind, and with all your strength.” and Jesus adds to this saying, that loving God means
loving your neighbor. #RXFHRRAFREZHEANTER—EZE ‘I WRA: “‘ERUES) - TR
o EFR— RESO FHH[

B -BHEITMREM -0 o7 HEHMTEARE RELFTE REBRNME -
Thisword “Hear” is best translated “Listen and obey” .
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The first directive in the Shema is, Hear. Listen and obey.
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A Christian Psychologist, Dr. Amy Oden wrote,

“In a world where so many feel that they are sleepwalking through their lives, Jesus’ call to be
awake resonates with the vague awareness of missing out on our own lives.”

“The Spirit can be speaking into our lives, God can be moving in us, and we will miss it entirely be-
cause we are lost in mental machinations.” - Dr. Amy Oden

Are We Listening?
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In a dominant culture that in my personal experience is defensive and polarized, it is crucial that we
learn to listen, not so that we can react or defend, but so that God and people can be heard and
understood. FEFBALESR > FEFEAFEMENMBOMLYE  ZHE ZRERMPLSHEE > MARAT
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The heart of the Father is to run towards those he loves.
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If we want to love everyone, we have to be willing to love anyone.
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Sometimes | think we need to recognize that just because someone hasn’ t yet decided to follow
Jesus, doesn’ t mean they don’ t have something to offer or to teach you. They are still a creation of
God carrying his image. Every human being is a miraculous spark of God’ s divine glory. As the great
theologian Master Yoda once said, “Luminous beings are we.” Perhaps the willingness to receive
hospitality is the ability to give someone human dignity. BEf » IR ERPEERHE > BEREBEAN K
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Jesus is far more concerned with mercy and freedom than he is with religion and rules. BR&fEE 2 1% F0
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If you choose to believe the right things, and practice the SELEFS +
right behavior, then you can belong. Then you can be ac- BEHAVIORS =
cepted. If you can clean up your life to look like mine, if you ouT
can make your life look like a good christian, then you’ ve

proven that you belong here with us, you’ re in. but until s oo o0ceo0n o oo cocmene
you check the right boxes, and say the right prayer, you’ re W ifieififfifiie i i irifirisi
out. Tell me, where in this do we see the desire to leave the Tl it SARRA i 5t
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This is not how Jesus works. Jesus enters into the lives of the forgotten and the unseen and he invites us
to follow him. And as we spend time with this beautiful savior, we begin to change. We begin to trans-
form. True transformation and redemption of our souls can only occur in relationship to the redeemer.
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Debra Hirsch - So many people doing and believing so
many things. Some really close to what is true, and some ' o N
really far away. But our proximity to religion is far less im- o o \ ql?

portant than the orientation of our lives toward Jesus. / <3
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The disciples got a lot of stuff wrong before they started following Jesus, they got a lot of stuff wrong
while they were following Jesus. And they continued to get a lot of stuff wrong after Jesus ascended.

Transformation is not a prerequisite to being a follower of Jesus. Transformation is the essence of what
it means to be a follower of Jesus. &R 2 IRFEI SR AR - HE 2IRFEENERAAE -

Our society is searching right now. Our society is hungry for justice and truth right now. A rapper
named KB. | listen to his stuff when I’ m working out cause I’ m really tough like that.

But he said this:  “ I truly believe that Christians are in the best position for the fight against social injus-
tice b/c we have what the world needs. The gospel is not an allegiance that is first  ‘right” or ‘left’
but above. What if our only bias was righteousness? Would revival not come?”
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Benediction:

May we be men and women who look for every opportunity to share love and mercy. May we be
ready to run towards those who are searching. May we bring the gift of Heaven to the farthest reach-
es of our sensibilities, quick to listen and ready to show mercy.
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