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When the World Turned Upside Down, Week 11: Acts 9:1-9 “The Anatomy of Conversion”
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e Actsis a history of the first church and it” s explosion throughout the world.
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* See, the early church, much like the church today, found itself in a pluralistic culture. It found itself
in world of diverse ideologies an belief systems, many of which were diaometrically opposed to the
teachings of Jesus and the gospel itself.
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* The church grew. It grew because people who believed differently. Suddenly became engrossed
in the story of Jesus, and they became believers in Jesus.
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Conversion &4k

* People were being CONVERTED. People believed one thing, and then they were converted, they
changed their thinking to believe another thing.
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* In Matthew 18:3, Jesus says that “Unless you’ re converted you won’ t enter or experience the
kingdom of God.”
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e John 3, Jesus says, “Unless you’ re born again you can’ tenter the kingdom of God.”
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* A CHANGE that is taking place in the life of an individual.
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e The conversion of Saul {RZEgIE G better know as Paul.

e There is a process that he moves through that is consistent with the conversions we see throughout
the Bible, and throughout history.
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* There are elements to his experience, ingredients if you will, that can be translated and transferred
to anyone who truly has shifted their faith and trust to Jesus and his Gospel.
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Acts 9:1-5 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high

priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging

to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way,

he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the

ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said,
“Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.
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A Confrontation —{@E&zE

*Saul was being confronted with the truth. He says, “Who ARE you?” He doesn’ tknow this God.
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*some differences between Saul, and us. As well as some similarities.
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e Saul’ sgod: asevere and angry god.
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* There are a lot of people who genuinely believe that there is a God. It’ s the god we imagine with
our hearts.
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e |t turns out, just about everything is wrong with this. The personal implications are far-reaching
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* |f godis simply a bi-product of your ideas about god, then that god can’ t actually change you, or
transform you, or help you.

e Because he’ s not greater than your imagination or your heart.

* Because he’ s a figment of your imagination, or a construction of your heart.
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* What you and | need more than anything else is a God who is greater than our hearts or greater
than our imagination.
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1 John 3:20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows every-
thing.
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* Unless you have a God who in some ways tells you things you need to hear, but wouldn’ t hear
yourself;

e unless you have a God who can disagree with you, or contradict you;

* only if you have a God like that can you have a God who can tell you you’ re loved when you
don’ tfeelloved.
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e God cannot be greater than your heart if he’ s just a construction of your heart. One of the ingredi-
ents of conversion is that we begin to deal with a God who is really there.
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* When we find God in our search, we realize that he has been looking for us, and he’ s far great-
er, far more challenging than we could imagine with our own hearts. Because he is bigger than our
hearts.
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You can’ tbe converted, unless you’ ve been confronted.
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Acts 9:6-9 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were
traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground,
and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him
into Damascus. ? And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
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A Consideration —{@£8

e First Paul was rethinking his entire understanding of God by going to back to the bible and seeing
things he’ d never seen before.
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e |f Jesus was raised, then Jesus WAS vindicated.
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e And that must mean that on the cross he wasn’ t cursed for his own sins, he was cursed and aban-
doned for someone else sake.
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* He sees connections and foreshadowing.
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°|In the last part of Isaiah, the messiah it’ s all about this suffering servant who dies for the transgression
of the people. That didn’ t make sense - unless it was Jesus.
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* |In Leviticus. How in the world could dead animals atone for our sins? But what if they pointed to
something in the future?
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e Saul believed there was a strong God, who would send a strong messiah, and that strong messiah
would save anyone that would follow after them, in strength. When he understood that, suddenly
everything looked different.

RREMEA—ERaRMLET  MERE—ERANRIEE » MARER AR EAF R AEREMFRA - Eft
BEE—#E  RRAZE—VEERGETFT -

* But now we have a God who sends a weak and suffering messiah, who dies on a cross, and those
who are saved are those who are strong enough to admit they are weak.

RERMET —ALH > RET —EREMEAXHNEED » SEETFRE  BRBLABB S TTBEMA -

* Whenever people get converted, things that never made sense before, suddenly make sense.
e And our understanding of who God is, changes.

* And THEN, our understanding of ourselves changes.
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“Conversion is not the smooth, easy-going process some seem to think... It is wounding work, this
breaking of the hearts, but without wounding there is no saving... Where there is grafting there will
always be a cutting, the graft must be letin...And this, | say, must be done by a wound, by a cut.”
John Bunyan
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Conversion that comes through the fire of confrontation and consideration produces a faith that flips
the world upside down.
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 |f we open our lives to a God is bigger than our heart’ simagination, then we will experience a
thousand little conversions.
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* God wants us to be faithful, but he also wants us to be FAITH-FILLED. And if faithful is about the past,
faith filled is about the future and what God is going to do in the days ahead.
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Benediction

* May you encounter a God who is larger than your hearts imagination.
* May you welcome the confrontation.

* May you sit in the consideration.

* And may you experience a conversion.
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