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When the world turned upside down Message #12 Acts 9:10-31 Enemy Love
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In order to discover the joy, life, and meaning found in the person of Jesus, we must allow him to ad-
dress the incongruence between his way, and our way.
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There are basic, bottom line behaviors that Jesus presents to us that are so fundamentally opposed
to how humans operate in the natural, that no matter how clear they come across, we will choose to
ignore them, and consequently, unless our hearts are touched by the Spirit of God.
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Acts 2:10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” And he said, “Herelam, Lord.”
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The difference between Ananias’ experience and Saul’ s When Jesus spoke to Saul, he said,
“Who are you?” When Jesus spoke to Ananias, he says, “Here l am!” This reveals something re-
garding the anatomy of a true disciple of Jesus. He recognizes His voice and he reports for duty.
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Acts 2:11-12 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house
of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision
a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”
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Acts 9:13-14 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil
he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind alll
who call on your name.”
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Enemy @A

Luke 6:27-28 27 “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.
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Luke 6:32-36 32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35 But love your
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you
will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your
Father is merciful.
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* The most SUPERNATURAL thing you ever do may be choosing to love someone who hates YOU. &
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“Anything that makes you feel better about loving your neighbor less, is probably God-less.” - Albert
Tate
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LOVEisn’ tjust putting up with people. Love is always about us moving toward the other.
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Seeing as God sees, will result in loving as God loves.
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Acts 9:15-16 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For | will show him how much he must suffer
for the sake of my name.”

fEREITE 1SEHfthR © [RRAEEX - BERAHRENSL » ZEENTA - EEMUSTIABIEZRHZ - 16
BthEIER~ L 0 REMBBERAZHFEHEEH -

Acts 2:17-19 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said,

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food,
he was strengthened.
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We live in a Christian reality today that has been perverted by our CULTURAL obsession with safety and
the avoidance of pain. As result, most Christians in the West don’ t have a theology for suffering, nor
do we have capacity to risk anything that may cost us personally.
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“The truth we know of a person or people must move to the background, and what we know of
God’ sdesire for them must move to the foreground. The danger we imagine inscribed on their bod-
ies must be read against the delight we know God takes in their life. That same divine delight covers
us.” - Dr. Willie Jennings
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Romans 5, that even when | was his enemy, | was loved and | was reconciled back to him.
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The relationship between loving your enemy and your understanding of how you were loved, as an
enemy, is crucial.
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When you say yes to the Gospel, you accept the reality that you have been extended radical, under-
served mercy. That’ s what makes the Gospel so beautiful.
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Benediction

May you be men and women who learn to extend radical love toward those who have been bitter
enemies. And may you turn the world upside down, because you love in backwards ways. In Jesus
name, Amen.
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