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Grace
 
 
Traditionally the New Year holiday is a time to reflect on the past year
but to also to look forward to a new year. For some of us we need a
fresh sense of hope, direction or just need a season of refreshing.
Today we look at a beautiful story of God’s Grace. It is also a turning
point in the ministry of Jesus as the religious leaders are trying to
discredit and trap him. They are pitting the Law of Moses against the
Law of Rome, his answer…Grace!
 
 
Text
 
2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the
people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The
teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in
adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus,
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.5 In the Law
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you
say?”6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a
basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his
finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and
said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the
ground.
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older
ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing
there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?”
11 “No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave
your life of sin.”
(John 8:2-8)
 
The definition of “Grace”: "God's unmerited favor towards man"
 
Grace is used 206 times in the scriptures. Paul will begin and end all
of his letters with Grace.
 

• Hebrews 4:16: "Throne of Grace"



of his letters with Grace.
 

• Hebrews 4:16: "Throne of Grace"
“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need”
 

• Titus 2:11: "Grace of God has appeared to all men"
“For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all
people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in
this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very
own, eager to do what is good”.
 

• John 1:14: "Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ"
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth”.
 

 
- Grace effects how we draw closer or farther from God

The Grace that Jesus showed to this woman not only affected her  
  but everyone who was there or would hear the account of this
story. This Grace would even affect the Pharisee’s and religious
leaders who were trying to set a trap for him.

 
- Grace allows us to be in process

We need to be willing to open to God’s Grace in our lives; this is    
what we look like when we are not open:



 
- Grace allows for God to be truthful
 
"The way you counsel & correct me makes me praise you."
(Psalm 16:7)
 
- God's grace is for everyone, not just the "big sinners"
 
We need to be on guard against “yeast” in our lives, because his
grace is not just for those Pharisees. Yeast is used symbolically in the
Bible to represent sin or an influence, usually negatively. Just as a
little bit of yeast, works through and permeates dough, thereby
producing a noticeable result (that is, the bread rises), so to does it’s
influence.
 
“Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that
they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his
disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy”.
(Luke 12:1)
- What kind of grace am I showing to others?
 
Are you bringing people to Jesus to be saved or to be stoned?
 
- Grace allows us to leave our old life and live a new one
 
“For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under
the law, but under grace”. (Romans 6:14)
 
 
 
Discussion Questions
 

1) When we read this beautiful story in John 8, what are some
initial thoughts of “Grace” that come to you?
 

2) On page 2 of your notes, after Jeff defined “Grace” he gave us
some further insight by using three scriptures. Look at each one
and discuss how they speak to you.

 
3) How does Grace: “affect how we draw closer or farther from

God”?
 

4) “Grace allows us to be in process” What does this mean to you
and how important is our willingness to allow God’s work of
Grace in our lives?

 
5) “Grace allows for God to be truthful”. Take a few minutes to

search your hearts; are we open to God speaking into our lives
even when it is a correction or discipline? (Maybe a good
measuring stick is the remember the last time he spoke “truth”
in your life) 



even when it is a correction or discipline? (Maybe a good
measuring stick is the remember the last time he spoke “truth”
in your life) 

 
6) “God's grace is for everyone, not just the "big sinners". This can

mean different things to different people. What are your
thoughts about this point?

 
7) Take some time for introspection on this question: “What kind of

grace am I showing to others”? Also applying the story of the
woman who was brought before Jesus; Are you bringing people
to Jesus to be saved or to be stoned?

 
8) Lastly, as we look at Romans 6:14 again what does this last

point say to you? “Grace allows us to leave our old life and live
a new one”
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