
Up to this point in our study in Daniel, we have looked at the first chapters very broadly and historically. This lesson we 
look closer with a practical focus. This will be a unique chapter because King Nebuchadnezzar, one of the most brutal 
pagan kings that ever ruled, wrote it.

He wasn’t a good person, but as we read this book, we realize the influence Daniel had on this king (This is a tremendous 
insight into God’s assignment even in dark places.) In the end, this pagan king will acknowledge the true God and praise 
him.

As we read our passage today, we’ll notice (much like a couple of recent movies) that it will start at the end and work its 
way backward.

 “King Nebuchadnezzar, To the nations and peoples of every language, who live in all the earth:  May you 
prosper greatly! It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High 
God has performed for me.  

How great are his signs, how mighty His wonders!

His kingdom is an eternal kingdom;

His dominion endures from generation to generation.

I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous. I had a dream that made me 
afraid. As I was lying in bed, the images and visions that passed through my mind terrified me.”  
(Daniel 4:1-5)

This was an incredible empire. We’re told that its massive walls would allow four chariots to driven at the same time on 
top of Babylon’s walls. We are also told that the walls were as much as 56 miles in length.

In the middle of all of this safety and contentment, the king has a disturbing dream. Daniel would again be the assigned 
man of God in the right place at the right time.

“’The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so that the living may know 
that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets 
over them the lowliest of people.’ “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, 
tell me what it means, for none of the wise men in my kingdom can interpret it for me. But you can, because 
the spirit of the holy gods is in you.” Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, 
and his thoughts terrified him. So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm 
you.”  Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your 
adversaries! (Daniel 4:17-19) 

“This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the 
king: You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox 
and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the 
Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes. 

The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to 
you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. Therefore, Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice: 
Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be 
that then your prosperity will continue.”

All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of 
the royal palace of Babylon, he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my 
mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”
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Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King 
Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. You will be driven away from people 
and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he 
wishes.”

Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and 
ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an 
eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.

At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then 
I praised the Most High; 

I honored and glorified him who lives forever. (Daniel 4:24-34)

At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of 
my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even 
greater than before. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because 
everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.”  
(Daniel 4:36-37)

Daniel will interpret the dream with this focus; “so that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over all 
kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of people”

In verse 19, the king basically tells Daniel, “Tell me all of it. Don’t hold back. Give me the whole story.” So Daniel tells 
the king that the tree being cut down was him. Even though it could cost him his life, Daniel honored his God-ordained 
assignment in the king’s court and honored the king God had sent him to. He also noted that there was a command; “to 
leave the stump of the tree with its roots”

Despite the difficult message being delivered, as it always is with God’s character, he leaves the possibility of life and 
new growth, even with an evil king. So Daniel tells him; “…means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you 
acknowledge that Heaven rules”

In reality, for all of us, this is the source of our hope and confidence.

Twelve months later the king is out on a walk admiring his vast kingdom and says; “Is not this the great Babylon I have 
built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”

These prideful words had just left his lips when a voice came from heaven: Seven times will pass by for you until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes.”

Randy noted that during all the years of pastoring, he had never had someone come into his office and ask for prayer or 
help with pride. In our culture we don’t have a vast amount of books or resources at the library or at the bookstore on 
humility, but plenty on the other side of the issue. 

“Pride is the thing in us that believes “I am God”; it is by my hand that this has happened…”

“How much can God bless us before we use it against him”?

This is a profound question to ask ourselves. The angel Lucifer was given great beauty, majesty and power, and then he 
used it against God. That’s pride!

“The voice of the enemy will always add to your pride”



Boanthropy: is a psychological disorder in which the sufferer believes he or she is a cow or ox. Who knows if this was part 
of the “insanity” that the king was experiencing, but it does point to something in our current culture.

Google reports that over 90 million selfies are taken daily. In another study there are an estimated 2.4 billion selfies taken 
every year.

We have become obsessed with ourselves, and everything about us. As a culture, we have become like “beasts” in the 
field. When we turn the camera of our hearts on ourselves it is pride. 

“Pride diminishes our ability to say what needs to be said and hear what needs to be heard” 

THREE THINGS ABOUT PRIDE: PRIDE WILL NEVER SUCCEED

‘You’re about to be cut down to a stump.’

“The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to you 
when you acknowledge that Heaven rules.”  (:32b)

“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)

“First pride then the crash.”  (Proverbs 16:18 The Message)

THREE THINGS ABOUT PRIDE: PRIDE CROWD’S GOD OUT

“Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, he said, “Is not this 
the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”  
(:29-30)

“In his pride the wicked man does not seek him (God); in all his thoughts there is no room for God.”   
(Psalm 10:4)  

 God will always judge the object of your pride. 

 If you love it do not put it in front of God, submit it to God 

“For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did 
receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?”  (1 Corinthians 4:7)

THREE THINGS ABOUT PRIDE: THERE IS A DOUBLE CURSE OF PRIDE 

“God opposes (resists) the proud but shows favor (gives grace) to the humble.”  Submit yourselves, then, to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  (James 4:6b-7)

God will set himself up in a battle formation against you!

 God resists us 

“Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King 
Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. You will be driven away from people and 
will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox.” (3:31-32)

 God lifts His protection off of us 



“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.”  (1 Corinthians 13:4)

We say;” I don’t need God”, he lets us go our way and it’s never a good outcome with pride. But for the humble he 
protects and watches over us.

FOUR WAYS TO PRACTICE HUMILITY THIS WEEK:

 • EXPRESS GRATITUDE

“It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High God has performed 
for me. How great are his signs, how mighty His wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; His dominion 
endures from generation to generation.”  (3:2-3)

“I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous.” (3:2)

“Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.”  (3:34)

 • BE TEACHABLE

“The reason pride precedes destruction is because you cannot teach a proud person”  

When we have failure in our lives, we should always check for an area in which we are unteachable. 

“Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him. So 
the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm you.”  (3:19)

“Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you.  9 Instruct a wise man 
and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning.” (Proverbs 9:8)  

 • ADMIT WHEN YOU ARE WRONG

“Therefore, Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and 
your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue.” (3:27)

“At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored.”  
(3:34)

“Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them finds 
mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13)

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.”  (James 5:16)

 • PRAY ABOUT WHAT MATTERS MOST 

All great things in God’s Kingdom happen because someone put the time in praying. There is a commitment to pray and 
a pathway of humility to get us there. 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. We all learned about the uniqueness of this chapter because it was written by one of the most brutal pagan kings 

ever. As noted in our introduction this story would have never been written without the influence of Daniel on this 
king. Although this is not one of our main points today would you discuss how godly influence works in our lives 
today, even in the worst of circumstances?

2. The king is safe and content and as he sleeps. He has a terrifying dream. Daniel would explain to the king that the 
huge tree being cut down was the king himself. Looking at verses 29-30, what role did the pride of the king play 
in this? Also we learn that a stump will be left with all its roots and Daniel explains why in verse 26. What are your 
thoughts?

3. As we consider pride, we realize it is the thing in us that believes “I am God”; it is by my hand that this has happened. 
We are all confronted with what I believe to be a profound question, “How much can God bless us before we use it 
against him”? What other examples of pride have you seen in the scriptures, in other people, or even in yourself? Also 
what role does the enemy play in relation to our pride?

4. Pastor spoke about three things about pride. Please discuss each and refer to your notes if that would be helpful. 
 • Pride will never succeed 
 • Pride crowds God out 
 • There is a double curse of pride

5. On the other side of the coin, we also looked at four ways to practice humility. Again discuss each of these ways: 
 • Express Gratitude 
 • Be teachable 
 • Admit when your wrong 
 • Pray about what matters most 


