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Question: How is it possible that our faith grows in some
of the worst of times?
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“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to
us in our conscience, but shouts in our pains. It is
his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” — C.S.
Lewis
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2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a]
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you
know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. (James 1:2-3)
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Principle: Every circumstance you face is an
opportunity for God to grow your faith.
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John 11:1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was
from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha
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11:4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will
not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s
Son may be glorified through it.”
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4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not
end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A2-3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30269a

may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus.
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6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed
where he was two more days,
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7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to
Judea.”
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8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there
tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”
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11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to
wake him up.”

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get
better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his
disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
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13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his
disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead,
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15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there,

1w FRAENREREKE. E2HMHRMBEKER

~

HMEFEEMB+ZEME +ZEA th—EESZHEIL
B, 1R “HRSEEFEINE HRSEERMIED
RIEVAR, HRSEAHIKET, ZRSEMMAEIZAX
2, HREE HRFABMARME RMAEMTE
ﬂao 7

JRMEEEH &M EEKME ? EEMEATERKIEEE
==

Iﬁ lﬂﬁﬂzo

FihEER

11:15 $0 that you may believe. But let us go to him.
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21"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here,

my brother would not have died.
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22But | know that even now God will give you whatever

you ask."
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23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."
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11:24 *Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the

resurrection at the last day."
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25Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life.
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11:25 He who believes in me will live, even though he

dies; 2®and whoever lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?"
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27"Yes, Lord," she told him, "l believe that you are the Christ,
the Son of God, who was to come into the world."
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35Jesus wept. 36Then the Jews said, "See how he loved
him!"
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38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the

tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance. 39"Take away the stone," he said.
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11:39 - 40 "But Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead
man,"by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been
there four days."
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John 11:43 Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!"
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John 11:45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come

to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their
faith in him.

11:45 PEXEBEREFAENMAA., RTHESHAE
ME, SEEMN.

Big Idea: My circumstances do not change who Jesus is.
Jesus changes me through my circumstances.
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