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When the World Turned Upside Down
Prologue/Message #2: “Waiting, Wishing, and Witness”
Text: Acts 1:1-11
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Acts 1:1-3 In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt
with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the
day when he was taken up, after he had given
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to
them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God.
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Acts 1:4-5 4 And while staying with them he ordered
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from
me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
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Acts 1:6-11 6 So when they had come together, they
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you
to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said
these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up,
and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while
they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two
men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
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The Waiting. The Wanting The Witness The Watching
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Waiting %1%

Acts 1:4 4 And while staying with them he ordered them
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to WAIT for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from
me;
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» | think this is really important for us to catch and it
brings up a really good question:
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Are there times when the good thing God has for us
is found on the OTHER SIDE of a season of waiting?
EEFFETHER, BMERALFABRMNAROEEN
BE?

Cultivating anything of value in our world takes
TIME.

You have to wait.
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And that mentality, or that way of life, has conditioned us
to not only seek immediate gratification, but also to lose
sight of the reality that some of the best things in life,
take TIME.
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“It’s worth the wait.” “E#%#&, ”
“Good things come to those who wait”
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Wait for the promise. S {ERERF

Wanting. {ii%

But here’s what I'm certain of: The more we make those
discoveries, the more opportunity we have to be renewed
and refocused.
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Acts 1:6-7 6 So when they had come together, they
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you
to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by
his own authority.
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People of Diaspora BB ER
* You are either the oppressed, &4, #{[E8
« or, you are the oppressor. 4, 2FB&E

We have this tendency to do the exact same thing.
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The point is that we have a story, and we have desires
or expectations that are birthed out of that story.
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» That's where comments like “It's easier for a camel to
get through the eye of a needle than a rich man to enter
the kingdom” are rooted in.
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The Third Way. B=B4FH K

The Third Way = The New Humanity.
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Acts 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.”
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* Do you know how radical this sounded in that
moment?
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* He completely eradicates their understanding of what
is about to happen.
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The Witness B8

the greek word martyr By FAEEE“Z1 1.

* Martyr, in the ancient Greek simply meant to testify. 2!+
AL AEEPRESE,

- Witness here carries two fundamental connotations.;& ATE
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« They carry the real history of life with Jesus. fth{fz&$% T £
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The Watching 1E

Acts 1:10-11 10 And while they were gazing into heaven
as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into heaven?
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The disciples at this moment look into the heavens
concerned by absence rather than looking forward to
see the presence.
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These disciples may easily turn toward monument
thinking and monument building.

ELEMERE S E OIS AIRERM BT ML S,

They could easily have begun to consider how they
might mark the spot of his departure and forget his



instruction to receive the spirit.
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They could easily become historians, rather than
witnesses.
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Waiting on Jesus will eventually turn into walking
with Jesus. And walking with Jesus, will make us
witnesses of Jesus.
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* See, Faith always leans forward to the place where
God waits to meet us.
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» God is drawing us toward the future.
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| want you to imagine with me what would happen if we
came to realize that God has something for us on the
other side of this season of waiting?
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