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When the World Turned Upside Down Prologue/Message

#3: “First things First”
Text: Acts 1:12-26
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There’s a THIRD WAY that is presented to humanity.
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A Rabbi from Galilee arrives on the scene and begins to

describe a new way to live.

* A new way to move through our days;

* A new way to navigate our relationships;

* A new way to understand our creator;

* A new way to find purpose and meaning in life.
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And then he makes a promise. RG{u#& T —EEF

Acts 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the

end of the earth.
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There are TWO key components of the promise.
* He tells them, “You're going to be my witnesses.”
* You will show people this new way to be.
* And, you will show them that the way is through me.
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THIS life will flow out of a POWER that you will be
given.
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This is not a history lesson. This is an invitation.
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This is an invitation for you and | to enter into this third
way, and to receive this power.
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We are invited to ‘right-side-up’ this upside down
world. E#HEEREE "X £ TEEMHR,

Often times God moves most powerfully, AFTER a
season of waiting.
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Acts 1:4 4 And while staying with them he ordered them

not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise

of the Father,
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Acts 1:12-26 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 And when they had
entered, they went up to the upper room, where they
were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the
son of James. 14 All these with one accord were
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 15 In
those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the
company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16
“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who
arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and
was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man
acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and
falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his
bowels gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in
their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his
camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell
in it’; and “ ‘Let another take his office.’

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during
all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among

us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day
when he was taken up from us—one of these men must
become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And
they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was
also called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and
said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which
one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in
this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned
aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for
them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered
with the eleven apostles.
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The Connection Between Obedience and Outpouring.
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The Prayerful Pursuit of God Preceding a Powerful Move
of God.
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The Faith We Have “In the mean time.”
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God'’s love is unconditional. E#HMIE L EHM,

There is ZERO connection between your obedience and
God’s love. fREGIGRAR 5 LFF R EZMERAKRRM
The Connection Between Obedience and Outpouring.
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Obedience doesn’t impact the love God has for us, but it
does influence the relationship he has with us.
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There’s a connection between obedience and a move of
God.
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Obedience to God creates space for the Holy Spirit to
touch human flesh and create something new and

beautiful.
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Disobedience will close the space, is important for us to
consider.
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One's actions could block or hinder my tangible
experience of God.
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The Prayerful Pursuit of God Preceding a Powerful Move
of God.

EMRESR LFREELFHOBRNEFZE

Conversation and communication are the
cornerstones of what it means to be in relationship.
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Acts 1:13-14 13 And when they had entered, they went up
to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus
and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All
these with one accord were devoting themselves to
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and his brothers.
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The people of the third way, they come to life when they
pray.

AEE=HAANA, EffEERRSEHRENES®,

There’s a difference being certain and being confident.
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« Certainty means you have detailed blueprints and you



know exactly what to do.
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» Confidence means, | know his heart, and | have a
sense of what he wants, and I'm going to discern what |
believe he wants.
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* some point, we have to trust you with the results. We
have to trust you with the outcome.
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» We have an opportunity to walk in confidence. Let’s let
this sink in
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Benediction i

May you enter into joyful, life-giving obedience to God; And
may you enter into the relationship with him you were created
for. May you move beyond talking about God, to talking WITH
God.

And may you move in faith, right now, in the dust of these
interesting days. In Jesus name.
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