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When the World Turned Upside Down
Week #4 “What does this mean?”
Acts 2:1-13
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We are diving into one of the most significant events in human

history. B ERRABRHAXFTLR LREENEH 22—

The promise of Jesus is fulfilled. And that fulfillment changes
EVERYTHING. BRERFEEFRIRLRARAE T — ¥,

e A small band of ignorant, uneducated men and women,
marginalized and irrelevant in the massive and powerful
Roman empire, would, in a relatively short period of time
become the most significant force in that empire, and in
empires for centuries to come.
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e What explanation could be given for this rise of this misfit
band to the center stage of human history? #RiEBEF &
RIREFK AN TERE S A BB R FIDES, _Ilol‘f“.':h'ﬁ'ﬁhﬁzr
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e The early church had none of the things that “we think are
so essential for success in the church today? E g0 & it
RERMRSELESINLEN BB EZMRERR ?

e In fact, when you read the book of Acts something becomes
very clear, something that is quite the opposite of what our
culture tells us today. BEfg £, BREBFEFETER, FELE
FERFREN, SHEHEMSRLEFEMIIGIEHE
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e Rather than finding something within themselves, these
people received something into their lives. S AR 2T B
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e The early church was filled with people who were “ignited
by the Spirit of God.” R EAMIE G Fim T XA ZRLR"H
Ao

e “We are not going to move this world by criticism of it,
nor conformity to it, but by the combustion within it of
lives ignited by the Spirit of God.” Vance Hanvor
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Pentecost A AJEN

Acts 2:1-13 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were
all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided
tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one
of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them
utterance.

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men
from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the
multitude came together, and they were bewildered,
because each one was hearing them speak in his own
language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying,



“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is
it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9
Parthians and “Medes and Elamites and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12
And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another,
“What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They
are filled with new wine.”
{& 4% 17 {# 2:1-13 Chinese Union Version (Traditional) (CUV)
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The Power of Presence RERMKEE
The Significance of Location MR EE
The Radical Inclusivity EiR DA
A Great Question to Ask — B FRE

The Power of Presence [RITERIKHBE

Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all

together in one place.
ERETE2IZAWHHT, FEBRRE—R.
e [srael was an agrarian society, and when the harvest would
first start coming in, the first fruits were brought and eaten

in a celebratory feast. LB I B—ERFXHE, SIS
B, IAZYMEERTEERIZT,

e It was a way of thanking God. 8 @ —fERH LFHA K,
And it happened fifty days after Passover. A A Ei 2 TEiK
HEBERER+X
Passover also happened to align with the crucifixion of
Jesus. . WL ETH 1517 B ERER 1 ET +F 2B F
Then 50 days. Then this Feast of celebration called
Pentecost.
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e Now, ALSO, the Jews came to recognize that it was about 50
days after Passover that God met with Moses on Sinai, and
gave them the law and created the new people of God. He
constituted them as the people of God 50 days after the
passover in Egypt.
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e So EVERY YEAR, for hundreds and hundreds of years,
Jews from all over the world, would come to the city of
Jerusalem, on Pentecost, and thank God for the first fruits,
and celebrate God coming down and meeting Moses and
making them this new people.
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e It's the feast of first fruits. It points to the future. [#)#
gl BER—ERNEK

Passover pointed to Jesus. i #% 8174 2 BR ik
Pentecost pointed to God’s Spirit and the formation of a
New Nation. & ] &5 H I EFIFT B R B2 Ao
A new humanity. $1 A %8,
The people of the Third Way as we've called them. F{
FTER RIS = IR E BRI,

Acts 2:2-3 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound
like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire
appeared to them and rested on each one of them.
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The Significance of Location ¥R E =

e The LOCATION of God’s presence is shifting. ###HBBEIE7E
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The Temple symbolized stability and continuity, something
a nomadic warlord like king David might covet. BB f &R {3
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And so the Pharisees during the Second Temple Era had
been longing for the FIRE of God to return. 5 —EE EZRF (LAY
EMNEAN-ERE LFHMGRE,

In fact, the whole motivation behind their religiosity and
legalism was to bring God’s presence back, Butnothing
happened. . B £, #fIHRBEMIELEEIRERNE
HEHEERE EFARE., BERHEHRZEE

On passover, at the crucifixion of Jesus, the veil in the
temple, this massive curtain that separated the people from
the supposed presence of God, tore from the top to the
bottom. God is NOT behind the curtain.
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50 days later, when people would be celebrating God
meeting Moses and making them a people, God’s FIRE

returns. 50Kf5, = A MES L E TG AR & I E T R A
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His fire returns to the NEW temple..US! BIZI#EH B, #t
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This, by way, is why we refer to the body as a temple. The
Spirit doesn’t dwell in us because the body is a temple. The
body is a temple because God’s Spirit dwells in us.
ERRANEHMIHNE. EEHXTFERAHMSE
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We have just witnessed the decentralization of the Spirit of

God. EFMIMIE BE T ER 5 8,

Not only that, this tells us that an experience of
transcendence is both important and possible for human
beings MEME, EEEFRBEMBHMEREASRER
X_I ﬁbo

Nietzsche B3R famously said “God is dead” and it was
representative of a school of thought. That school of thought
believed that religion was a thing of the past. EXR 8 &wi&“ E
T El%«(yE T " J:7~E ﬂE A% IL.\I)".-/JR E’:”tﬂs—% ﬁﬂﬂﬂ Efgzﬁ/ﬂ? aity
But now we have science, and we’re coming of age. And
as we get educated, and get enlightened, we’ll shed our
need for religion RERMBETHEE, MAERMEEER
gﬂo PEEHMRBEMMERE RMGERHERENTE

Human beings have a deep longing for life that fits into some
sort of story, and experiences that make them feel more
alive, more connected, more in tune, that before.
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See, our desire, even for an authentic experience with God,
is a desire that is placed in our hearts and realized in our
lifetime. AT R, HMOFEE, EEEH LFMEEER,
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We. Can. Experience. God. AP HE 5 4% FE 481,

Being filled with the Spirit is not just some sort of electrical
experience that gives you goosebumps or makes your
problems go away. It’s having an experience with TRUTH
itself.
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Which leads to something I think we need to understand:
Christianity is neither rationalism or mysticism. E& A
EHETRWAZMHER,

It’s far too mystical for rationalism. But it’s also far too
rational for mysticism.

HNEMEIERRERE, SRNMHT., BEHNBMERKR
HRXEET,

Christianity is a deep experience; an emotion shaping
encounter; a feeling encounter, with a rational Truth. 2 &%
EFRZNKEE , EEEEHEEN—EEZEENEE,
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So when people are filled with the Spirit, they aren’t just
zapped. We are encountering Truth and Love! Fitt, & A
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The way you know that the Spirit of God is moving is that
there are truths that are bigger than, MORE TRUE than, the
desires that have been directing your life. It's an Overriding
Truth. There is Overriding love. & E I LR IR £ FHRE
BA FEEN MBELFTHWEEEEET. ERREE
MEHE ERXEEMEE FEE—UINE,



The Radical Inclusivity #&ix @S

Acts 2:6-11 6 And at this sound the multitude came
together, and they were bewildered, because each one was
hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were
amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us
in his own native language? 9 Parthians and “Medes and
Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans

and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the

mighty works of God.”
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e The Temple symbolizes exclusions and divisions. EBEZ & 12
EBRAMAR,

e Butnow, God broken out of the confines of the temple, and
he’s moving in a way that signals radical inclusivity. £ 788
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e He is doing something new. He’s creating a new ‘nation’ if
you will, a new people, a new humanity, on the very day
God’s people celebrated the first time he did it.
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A Good Question —{EiFFERE

Acts 2:12 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to
one another, “What does this mean?”
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Benediction #iiil

May you be discontent with a life void of God’s tangible
presence.

May you become a conduit of his love and grace.
And may you model the radical inclusivity of God.
In Jesus name.
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