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When the World Turned Upside Down
Week #5 “This is what that means”
Acts 2:14-47
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Response 1: Degradation of a people
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14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and
addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what |
say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only
nine in the morning!
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e Much like our world today, the ancient world was
fractured by race and class. People of certain ethnicities
had rights and privileges that those of others did not have.
And even within the same ethnic people group, there were
classes... some of which held higher honor and
opportunity than others
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e The response of the crowd was either curiosity or
mockery. Those will likely always be the response to the
observed work of Jesus
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e So Peter dismisses the character slam, and now he is
going to answer the question of the curious... What is
going on here?
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Response 2- This is the moment you have all been
waiting for... and you missed it.
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Acts 2: 16 - 36
16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 “‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
| will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19 | will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of



the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth
was a man accredited by God to you by miracles,
wonders and signs, which God did among you through
him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed
over to you by God’s deliberate plan and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men,
put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But
God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to
keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him:
“‘| saw the Lord always before me.
Because he is at my right hand,
I will not be shaken.
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest in hope,
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the
dead,
you will not let your holy one see decay.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
29 “Fellow Israelites, | can tell you confidently that the
patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is
here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that
God had promised him on oath that he would place one
of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to
come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that
he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did
his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life,
and we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right
hand of God, he has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now
see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and

yet he said,
“‘The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand
35 until | make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.”’[d]
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Messiah.”
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Joel: The Day of the LORD is both

1. Past events when God saved his people and
confronted evil

2. And a Future time when God will ultimately defeat
evil and save the world.
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Joel 2v13

‘Rend your hearts not your garments.”
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o What God is saying here is that external change
to get out of the consequences of your own actions
isn’t what He is after. What he is after is a deep
heart change.
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o Repentance- “Good and Evil”... | give up the
pursuit of defining it on my own terms.
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o What we also know is that God longs to restore
his people.
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o “God is gracious and compassionate, slow to
anger, full of love.” Exodus 34v6
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e Peter says in essence, A Day of the LORD is coming
and God will
o 1. Deal with the the evil and injustice in the world
o 2. Pour out his Spirit on all people
indiscriminately
o 3. Restore your devastated land and renew all
creation.
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e When Peter quotes this text, what he is saying is that
The Day of The LORD has come, and you missed it.
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e When Peter quotes David’s writings, he does so to
make the emphatic point that Jesus is both Lord- King and
Messiah- Savior.
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e The suffering and death of Jesus was foretold.
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e Think back about the Day of the LORD. God first will
deal with the evil and injustice in the world. He did this by
absorbing all of the evil and injustice unto himself on the
cross, and never returning it in like terms.
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e And it is precisely because of his death, but also his
resurrection that the evil inside of us can be dealt with too.
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e And we can become temples of God’s Spirit, as foretold
in Joel.
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Summary: Peter is saying that one of the moments foretold
culminating in the end and renewal of all things is upon us.
We can now live in this new reality precisely because of
Jesus... Whom you crucified but whom God made Lord and
Messiah.
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MVMT 2: Acts 2 : 37-41

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what
shall we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
39 The promise is for you and your children and for all
who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
40 With many other words he warned them; and he
pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their

number that day.
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e Notice that the miraculous power encounter in the
first chapter didn’t change the crowd's hearts.
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e |T was Jesus. Not until they realized who Jesus was,
and what he has done for them does it say they were
“cut to the heart”
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e Now they ask another question but this time from a
much different place... “Brothers, what shall we do?”
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e There is a recognition in the work of the Spirit that
God is bringing all kinds of people together. Not just to
tolerate each other. But to be family.
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e Peter isn’t calling them to escape the empire, but
to live as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven in the
empire.
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MVMT 3: Acts 2v42-47

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders
and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers
were together and had everything in common. 45 They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who
had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.
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e They were deeply committed to being both
theological and relational.

ftbfFI =2 5E #h B R AT A E FER L ROBR TR BR£R

e They saw their faith more in terms of “we” and not
‘me”.
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e We strive for independence, autonomy, and inviduality.
We want a free expression of “me” thinking that my
actions are completely independent from others.
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e Practice Sharing, it is the only economic reality of
this world that will last into eternity.
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e THe disciples shared life. Faith. Failure (if there was
need, it wasn’t all success) and Fortune. They cared for
one another deeply, purposefully.
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e In 165 AD an epidemic swept through the Roman
Empire. After that, a series of epidemics would follow.
Without an understanding of the germ, and how virus’
spread, there was no hope that they could even stop it.
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e Historian William McNeill looked back on those times

and had this to say about the Christian community...
“An advantage Christians enjoyed over pagans was
that the teaching of their faith made life meaningful
even amid sudden and surprising death... Even a
shattered remnant of survivors who had somehow
made it through war or pestilence or both could find
warm, immediate and healing consolation in the
vision of a heavenly existence from those missing
relatives and friends... Christianity was, therefore, a
system of thought and feeling thoroughly adapted to a
time of troubles in which hardship, disease, and
violent death commonly prevailed.”
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e He later recognizes, in his historical account,
that it is also the community of believers not just

their beliefs that created such powerful influence
in the world.
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e This kind of living, although simple t0
understand, isn’'t easy. But it is deep, powerful,
and meainingful enough to sustain any of the
hardest circumstances with hope... even during
a global pandemic.
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