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BIBLICAL TEXT(S): Acts 4:36-5:11
Acts chapter 5 tells a strange tale. As people in the early church are willingly selling 
their possessions in order to provide for other church members, a husband and 
wife team get an idea. They sell a field, give some of the proceeds to the church, 
but keep back some of the proceeds for themselves while claiming to give all.  
Peter confronts them about their deceit, and they both end up dead. 

Though this story may seem harsh to us at first glance, it teaches us an important 
lesson. Authenticity is central to the success of the church. There can be no true 
Christian community if people pretend to be what they are not. Hypocrisy is 
something that will destroy the church from within. This story demonstrates to us 
the serious danger of inauthenticity. 

 
LEAN IN 

These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly just to get the group talking and 
start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1.What comes to your mind when you hear the word “hypocrite”?

2. Who do you know (or know of) who is a radically generous person? 

3. How can you tell if a person is fake or authentic?

4. What was your high/low for this past week (or since the group last met)? 
What was the best thing that happened and the worst thing that happened?

LOOK DOWN 

These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and observations about 
what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What do you learn about the Christian community in Acts 4:32-37 that helps 
us better understand the context of this story? 

2. What did Ananias and Sapphira do? 

3. How did Peter describe their actions? 

4. What happened to Ananias and Sapphira as a result of their actions? 

5. How did the church respond to these events? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help lead your 
group through a progression of engagement  
with the Bible passage(s) and the speaker’s 
message. These can help your group under- 
stand and apply the teaching more profitably

.
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LOOK OUT

These questions help connect the world of the Bible to today. Spend about 
15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. How do Christians today provide for one another? How is this similar and 
how is it different from what is described in Acts 4:32-37? 

2. Can you think of a modern-day situation where people lie to God (and/or 
others) in a way similar to what Ananias and Sapphira did (maybe not about 
money, but any situation where people try to present themselves as being 
better than they are)? 

3. Pastor Brad defined hypocrisy as practicing something on the surface 
that isn’t true in the heart , putting on a false self, and/or pretending to 
be something we are not. How is this definition similar or different to how 
you’ve seen hypocrisy defined elsewhere?

4. How have you seen hypocrisy impact a community or your relationships 
with other people? 

5. Who do you know who is a good example of what living a real, authentic, 
transparent Christian life should look like?  

LOOK IN

These are questions that help you consider personal application. Spend about 
15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. How have you provided for others in the past and/or how have you been 
provided for? How does God’s grace inspire you to be more generous? 

2. Have you ever tried to make yourself look better than you are? What 
happened? How does this story encourage or challenge you? 

3. Are there areas in your life where you struggle to be transparent, authentic, 
or real? Why do you think those areas are difficult for you?

4. Is there anything in this sermon that really hit home with you or was especially 
convicting? What would it look like for you to embrace this newfound truth? 

5. What’s something you could do to become a more real, authentic, and 
transparent follower of Jesus? 

 
LIVE IT OUT

These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to day life. Choose 
one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What’s one way that you can provide for someone else this week? If you’re in 
need of help right now, who can you ask this week for assistance? 

CONTINUED:
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2. Is there a place in your life where you are constantly trying to appear better 
than you really are? What’s one thing you can do this week to combat this? 
How can your group pray for you in this venture? 

3. What’s one thing that you can do this week to put into practice what you 
learned from this week’s sermon? 

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich and the ADT team this week for notes and questions,  
as well as Charissa Burns (@charissaburnsstudio on Instagram) for her 
illustrated notes, which normally appear on the following page.
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