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When the world turned upside down Message #13 Acts 10:1-23  “Guest or Host?”
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There is a secular vision or worldview that exists in our day and age. There is a mythology about how
humans move through their lives. This mythology is built upon hyper-individualism and hyper-consum-
erism. One of the outcomes is a thinking that says that if you can be free enough and acquire enough
you can avoid answering life’ s big questions; You might even say that it attempts to make life with-
out God possible. As long as my life is continually being enhanced, or upgraded, I’ Il be fine. Aslong
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Pseudo-Christianity A& E#

There is a version of Christianity that looks like the secular myth’ s twin sibling.The only difference is
thatitincludes a god. E—EEEHIRA - FRRG B HEER S L R BHL - —NIERZESE—E#H

In theory, exists only to be our grand benefactor. He is there to fulfill OUR desires. He lives for
us. We don’ tlive for him. #¢3825m L3 - SEMITBIHPNREA o hIERBE T HRMAE
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People wonder why the church has lost its potency? But let’ s be honest, if we aren’ 1t offer-
ing a more compelling vision, if we’ re not telling a different story; or giving people a new
narrative to live in; why WOULD people stay in church. AfBEHE B ERELETEE S - W
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| believe that the renewal that God wants to perform in our hearts and in his church is taking
place. HME LHEEEHBFN ORMMBAIEE -

There is, right now, an uprooting of this pseudo-christianity and it is being replaced by the
Spirit-filled faith of biblical Christianity.

B SEAEEREAGERLGE » EHFAWEENS FEENEEEE AT -

God is forming a new humanity, forged in the fires of these recent global events. fE gk & Bk
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“We need a new generation of Christians engaged in mission, kingdom vocational living, cultural
engagement, and Biblical justice - filled with the Holy Spirit, formed by the way of Jesus, and shaped
by heavenly wisdom.” - Mark Sayers, Reappearing Church

" BB EFE—RNEER > PREER  BEREARE XX RMELAR-EETTm - ST IR
R BRRXERPEE “Fx- EFH (MarkSayers) “BEgEIR’



We are moving from a posture of consumption and passivity to one of contending for
God’ s presence to come with power. HfIEERK —FEHEFHBHEEES R —ESK LHE
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In this New Testament book of Acts we discover a people who did what we desire to do.hey re-orient-
ed their lives around patters that allowed them to live and operate in God’ s presence, AND, they
lived out the way of Jesus in such a compelling manner that the world around them found hope and
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* It was a new life. It was a different life. It was contradictory and unconventional. It was
even controversial. ER—EMATE > EES—EBEE  ERTENNIEERMN  EES[EFEE -

e that’ swhatwe’ re discovering. A right-side up way to live in an upside down world. 15t
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Acts 10:1-8 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the
ltalian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an
angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What
isit, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before
God. 5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he
called two of his servants and a devout soldier fromm among those who attended him, 8 and having
related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.
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Cornelius is a man of war, bound to the Roman state, and a transplanted European living in
the Middle East. He is what so many men and women in this world aspire to be and what so
many people want to be defined as. et —EE L BREREFER - 2EEEHRHNBOM
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Cornelius ISN’ T Jewish. Yet he is a God-fearer. REJA A » Bt 2 EHETE A

Cornelius “hasitall” and yet he is still in pursuit of God. His position and possessions can’ t
quench his thirst for God. B et “GEB—1" - EftBEE R L7 o fthivhz, fthil 8 & % THR
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There’ s asecond thing we see here: He’ s notjust a God-fearer, God is coming to him.
God is Speaking to him. FMEEEFIME_HE  thAERWMRLFTHA - B LFHRK M -
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how many people in the church tend to think and behave, and yetit’ s so consistent with
what we know to be true. & EZ D ANEE MERIFER AT EENEBERF

There’ s a horrible tendency for people in the church to begin to believe that Godisn’ t
working in, or speaking to, the lives of people who don’ tyet know Jesus. &y AB—FEHR]
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Cornelius doesn’ tknow who Jesus is yet. But he has this genuine desire to know God; to
be in relationship with God. And God hears him and sees him and speaks to him.
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God shows no partiality. The God who shows no partiality is searching for men and women who will do
the same. MEFANMEASHERMEERSEBEOA

Acts 10:9-11 9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on
the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And he became hungry and wanted something to eat,
but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the heavens opened and something
like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth.
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Acts 10:12-16

12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him:
“Rise, Peter; killand eat.” 14 But Petersaid, “By no means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything
that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has
made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at

once to heaven.
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Acts 10:17-18 17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might
mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon’ s house, stood at
the gate 18 and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there.
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Acts 10:19-23 1?2 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men
are looking for you. 20 Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation, for | have sent
them.” 21 And Peter went down to the men and said, “l am the one you are looking for. What is the
reason for your coming?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing
man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you
to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he invited them in to be his guests.
The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa accompanied
him.
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- Peter. Goes with THEM. Peter went to CORNELIUS. He is going to be Cornelius guest.
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- During his earthly ministry, Jesus, over and over again, was a guest. He was guest in peo-
ple’ shomes. We don’ t ever see Jesus being the host. We never read about him throwing
the party. Jesus is always a guest.

HRERFEH SRS HF'?’—%ER BHIEZA - thBAEANPIRPHEE - BPERRBBHEEEA - K
PEARBERBAESE - BEKEZEA °

- The gospel spread in the ancient world because the church was willing to be a guest in the
world. And through guests, the gospel made its way into the hearts of the hosts.
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- This is the opposite of how most of us think, especially in the church today. We want to be
the host. And we’ ve even told ourselves that being the host is the best way to give people
the gospel. We think the way to give the world the gospel is to welcome the world through
the doors or our churches. But in doing so, we ask the world to be OUR guest. And that’ s
the opposite of what Jesus did.
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In order to be a guest you have to live in that uncomfortable space where you’ re not sure
all of the rules. You offer up your power. You offer up your control. You offer up your certain-
ty.And you become WILLING to lay down YOUR rights, for the rights of another.
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The heart posture of devoted disciples of Jesus is that of “guest” - not host.
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Luke 9:23-24 23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
my sake will save it.

BEINRRE 9:23-24 23PN E AR © [HAARREN > ERC » RAGEACHTFRERREIR - 248K
NEFECE SR > BiKES ; NARTRERESH AL -

Dying to self is one of the core principles of what it means to be a Christian and it strikes at
the heart of the cultural myth that most people have been living. A B2 %8 T 2 E B #F#% 0
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Galatians 2:20 20 | have been crucified with Chirist. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me.
And the life | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.
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New Testament scholars tell us that the first miracle in the Gospels is Jesus turning water into wine at
awedding. | think that’ s wrong. Our tendency is to emphasize the miracle of a God who can turn



water into wine (a miracle, indeed!). But we fail to recognize the miracle that precedes that. The first
miracle isn’ t that Jesus turns water into wine at a wedding. The first miracle is that Jesus is the kind of
God people want to come to their wedding. - Dr. A.J. Swoboda
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