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When the world turned upside down: Message #14 Acts 10:23-48
Title: When the walls come down
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Acts 10:23-27 23 So he invited them in to be his guests. The next day he rose and went away with
them, and some of the brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 24 And on the following day they
entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close
friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But
Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up;|too am aman.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in
and found many persons gathered.
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Acts 10:26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; |too am a man.”
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Acts 10:28-29 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate
with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that | should not call any person
common or unclean. 29 So when | was sent for, | came without objection. | ask then why you sent for
me.”
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* FIRST, Peter is letting God reshape his categories and preferences?
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e SECOND, notice that he talks about “CALLING” a person common or unclean.
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e THIRD : Peter’ s Change

5= HiSHKE

e from seeing a sheet descending from heaven with a mixture of clean and unclean
foods coming down to saying, “God has shown me not to call any person common
or unclean?”
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God cares about PEOPLE, not food. #EELHZA » AEEY) -



Luke 4:24-28 24 And he said, “Truly, | say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But

in truth, | tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut
up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to
none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there
were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only
Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath.
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* Jesus points to TWO people who God touched that weren’t Jewish.
HRgfdE i E B RREIFMB AR EHAAN

e There’ s a pattern of God working OUTSIDE of the understanding of people who would call
themselves faithful. FFBFETE—ERR  HARENLEBEENAZINEL -

e |f Jesus was nearly dashed to his death by his own people when all he did was mention, from
God’ s own Word, that God extended his caring touch as to a couple of Gentiles, we have to
ask what Peter was risking and why? Could it be that people who have been truly touched by
grace, discover a freedom in extending that same grace to others?
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Acts 10:29 So when | was sent for, | came without objection. | ask then why you sent for me.
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Acts 10:30-33 “Four days ago, about this hour, | was praying in my house at the ninth hour, and be-
hold, a man stood before me in bright clothing 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard
and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon
who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.” 33 So | sent for you at
once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of
God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.”
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Acts 10:34-43 34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partial-
ity, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As

for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of
all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the
baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made
him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate



and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him
all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”
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Acts 10:44-48 44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.
45 And the believers fromm among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because
the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speak-
ing in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing
these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.
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* SECOND HALF of the first Pentecost: Acts 10 completes Acts 2.Jews and Gentiles, TOGETHER.
AW EY B EETEIOZET R T EFEITERESR MAANMNBAE—E -

There is a connection between your wilingness, and God’ s faithfulness.
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* |’ m not saying thatif you’ re willing, and you lean into whatever it is God is inviting you to lean
into, that he will be faithful to BLESS, YOU.
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* What!” m sayingis that YOUR willingness, to let God lead you, to let God challenge you, to let God
shift your categories, is connected to God’ s faithfulness in showing up in OTHER people’ s lives.
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*The invitation God is offering you to lay down your life, is an invitation to see God use your life in ways
you never imagined were possible.
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