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When the world turned upside down - Message #15 Acts 11:1-18
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MVMT 1: The Circumcised Believers (criticism)
FE—  REFLHERE )

1 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received
the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized
him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”
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* Criticize- In the GK it means to discriminate against, to seperate, and carries a connotation
of moral authority to judge the actions of another.
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* In essence, they had developed an opinion about Peter, a whole case against him, before
they had actually had a chance to talk to him.
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* Who are the circumcised believers? Z Z|1 8 {525 ?
- They are Christians fh{fIEE &4

- They are Jewish, and hold sacred the Hebrew Bible (OT) and the practices and teachings
withinit. i fI2 A A - L BERHBEREL (OT) UEREAHNERNEERRER -

- They know the Scriptures well fth{f§IEE 7 fREE &

- This included the practice of Circumcision, which was a sacred symbol of not just flesh but
of the heart. The hidden mark was to be a symbol of the inner reality of transformation and
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- We should not think they are cold, calculated religious people. But deeply pius, and con-
cerned that these kinds of behaviors would not only be a violation of God, but it would
erode the shared values of their society. H IR EZREMPIELE » GEFTHNREBAL - fib
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- What they missed was the overwhelming themes throughout the Scriptures where God was
FOR the whole world, not just Israel. In fact, Israel’ s purpose was never to be fully separat-
ed from the world, but to serve as a nation of priests unto the world... Showing the world
who the Creator is. Not trying to keep him away from the world.
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* In Jerusalem at the time, Gentiles and Jews were very divided. &£ ERESH0S » 4L FB A FIIE
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- GOYIM is the term for Gentile, and/or the Nations... It was borderline a derogatory term.
They were the long standing oppressors, and the power brokers in the world. The thought
prevailing among the Jews at the time was that one day God would raise up a great mili-
tary leader, like Joshua or David, and destroy the GOYIM. Anti-Roman sentiment was at a
boiling point, and in 30-40 years from the time of this text Rome would completely destroy
Jerusalem because the Jewish people would try to revolt around a “would-be” Messiah
figure.
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MVMT 2: The Story Retold (Remember Jesus)
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4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “l was in the city of Joppa
praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. | saw something like a large sheet being let down

from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where | was. 6 | looked into it and saw
four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then | heard a voice telling
me, ‘Getup, Peter.Killand eat.” 8 “lreplied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean
has ever entered my mouth.” 9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not
call anything impure that God has made clean.” 10 This happened three times, and then it
was all pulled up to heaven again. 11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from
Caesarea stopped at the house where | was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesita-
tion about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’ s
house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Jop-
pa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all
your household will be saved.” 15 “As|began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as



he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 So if God gave them
the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | to think that | could
stand in God’ s way?”
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1. Peace Making 2 S f1F

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” -Matthew 5:9
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2. Reconciliation Fn#F

“ Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits
and to heal every disease and sickness ... These are the names of the twelve apostles.... Mat-
thew the tax collector... Simon the Zealot...” -Matthew 10:1-2,3,4
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3. Unity vs Uniformity &—EHi4z—

The call of Jesus is not that we should all be the same, but we should all be of the same unify-

ing spirit. ERERAIT B ERNEFHRFITBE AT BZ—1% > MR MmBEATEZE— -

4. Not Peace but a Sword A2 FFm2 T8l

Matthew 10:34 - “ Do not suppose that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | did not
come to bring peace, but a sword.
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* They will be so concerned with being RIGHT that they will neglect being Righteous. fth {4158
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e “Biblical Orthodoxy without Compassion is surely the ugliest thing in the world.” -Francis
Shaeffer

BERBONESFAEEZEHR FREMNES - 7 -Francis Shaeffer

MVMT 3: The Sound of Humility
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18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then,
even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
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Conclusion: Quick to listen. Slow to speak and anger.
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19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righ-
teousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so preva-
lent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. -James 1v19-21

HEiE fniTiE

EEE L19FRENBRM - SR RPAAER o BRFAS AZIRIRIBIE - 281 - 218H0F)
2 0B ARRRESHAMNE « 218700 > RPZERE—VIRSHRMARHIINE - FREROE
ZARFTRAERE - AR RN PIESRANE -

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.-Ephesians 4:3
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e UNITY of the Spirit is a partnership with God. §—=28 5 HE TR % -

The Listen is to seek to understand - once you find common ground you can then thoughtfully
discuss our differences.
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To be slow to speak is to take the posture of humility (i.e. 1 don’ tknow it all)
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To be slow to anger is to be compassionate, and self-controlled.
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Pray FOR one another {g it (X5

Seek to understand until your anger turns to compassion
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Remember the Word of God PLANTED in you s2{F £ (R N4 I I 55

End with Exhortation = “Make Every Effort”
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Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. -Ro-
mans 14 : 19
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BEA 2 > 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us
to shame, because God’ slove has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
who has been given to us.6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ
died for the ungodly Romans 5:4-6
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Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.-Eph. 4v3
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Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will
see the Lord.-Heb. 12 : 14
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“...Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness;
7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsight-
ed and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins. 10 Therefore, my
brothers and sisters,[a] make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do
these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive arich welcome into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. -2 Peter 1 1 5-11
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Worship & Benediction
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