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When the world turned upside down - Message #16: To what do we belong?
Acts 11:19-30
FTEBEMHER -ME #16 ZFBRITE?
EfETE11:19-20
* This has not been a series in which we’ ve talked about your personal practices as a follow-
er of Jesus. ERE—EH M AR EAERIBEEREERNRMHN RS -

* Because the book of Acts is bigger than individual behavioral proctices, its BIGGER than our
personal preferences, or even our own so called, “personal salvation.” RHAEFEFITEEARE

FRRRRBRBEAITRIERE  KREREANEL  BEEXNBERBPIMEANEANGSHK -

* They became a NEW HUMANITY. They showed the world a new, third way to live. fth {8k B—
EFHIALE - IR RGE R —EH > E=EHARERE -

* A brief timeline of recent preceding events 4G B EEEiE 2 BI A N HIS

* A few chapters back, Jesus confront Saul on the road to Damascus, and in the process
of commissioning him, reveals a radical redirection in the mission of God: He’ s going to
the GENTILES. &%= q/] - BREf{EIFREEZARBELEMR LBRM  REESRISERREUR T MAEw
—ER KR - ik ZEINBAPBREE

e THEN, Peter gets confronted with this reality through a vision.
REBEWEOBBERZ I ERMPE

* THEN, he meets a guy named Cornelius who is a Gentile who actually wants to join
the movement. fttx R —EAMIFEANNABABER —EREZ MA S EERSFES A

* THEN, there’ s this explanation to the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem.

RIETE T HAEIREL B AR B FEMIMNERE o

* You can almost see God pull the car over for a moment and explain to everyone, “Hey,
THIS is where we are going.” BUIFGEHIEEE TR —THREBAARE | EEHMEEMNTGME -

And what we discover is that while God was explaining to those who needed explanation,
he was already reaching those who needed reaching. F{f21E 0 KA REBA L EEIn R =
FIA > B EEREI LB EZHBEAIA -

Acts 11:19-20

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was
killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among
Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began
to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.

fEfEITE 11:19-20
19 MR B’ kN FEBEIENPIE - EEZIBREMEHEIIL LR - mRmAARE R



EIEAANG o 20 ERNFPAEBRHIMEFRA - 2T 2RM - tEHRAEEEIREa] -

* In other words, “While you guys were debating the political correctness, or analyzing the
biblical basis, for Peter baptizing Cornelius and his friends, God was already on the move. FH 7l
&R BRMREZHRESETERMNBHNABR ML EHEFNEBUEERN - AZATEMRXE
ey > MRE REEET -

* He was going ahead of them. #ifE bz 4%
* To a place called Antioch. Zl3E—{@EI LRI 5 -
Acts 11:21

21 The Lord’ s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to
the Lord.

ERETTE 11:21
21 FHEMMEE  EMHEENARBREZT -
Acts 11:22-26

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23
When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged
them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy
Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas
went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a
whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

EfEFTIE 11:22-26

22 ERBREIFERBEANES > A HEEEHE > EFILRMAL - 23T THRE - F
RUWMBNENEE  BRRALELS  BAEE - 24 5BZEBREEFA  HEERTW - KEE
Lo BAZABRRTE -

25 I RFRBEIFE - 26 EFT » i fhEIRIEN X - PR E—FHNIRTIHE—RRE - &l
THEZA - FIEBE TEEE] SRRREMES -

e First, we are reading about the first time the gospel comes to a city. BhiEREE—IKET FlE

— BT -

* And Antioch is an amazing city. Li2fE— @< AEERET o

« |t was the third largest city in the Roman world. ER2EZ B RS = KT -

e The capital of Syria. EfFIZ=IEED ©

* And, about 10 times the size of Jerusalem. 2 EBEHUSHITEK °

* Historians calculate the population to be roughly the same as Portland and Beaverton.
SR 2R At ERNA DR B AR AL 3R A4 -

* |t was far more diverse, and complex and pluralistic than other rural towns, and far more
urban. ELLHEMNINIEE 24 > 5 » $oo - M1k -



* And when the gospel comes into this city, some amazing things happen.

ERTIESEET  CARENEBEET -

* What we observe in the New Testament is that the more urban and complex the environ-
ment, the more christianity flourished. FERAF BRI SIS L ANEHENIRE - EEH
HLELRE o

* The bigger the city. im# X -

* The more dense the population. A O#k=EE

* The more pluralistic the people. AB#5% T

* The more multiethnic. # % &k o

» The more crime, # %L JE

e poverty, 5

e social problems. 1+ & g8

* The deeper the impact and the greater the fruit of the gospel. BEHNHFEHRARTH K -

* Which is kind of shocking. Shocking then. Shocking today, And here’ swhy. i51R:ZE AN EF
HEIFEHER » SAEE - ERRBHTE -

* Conventional thinking says that when Christianity flourished we all lived in small homoge-
nous insulated communities. BFE N AR E EE BRI MERHEIFERER/N » BE—RY > B\ pmEE
RIHtEH -

* [t was easier, because people were more the same. B LEER S5 RBAEMAL
* [t was easier, because things were less complex. 5kl E R 5 0 REEIFENEE -

 But cities, cities like ours, with all of their complexities, with all of their diversity; (B2 » &

AR ERE KAV - MBS L
 with such radically different schools of thought, Fi5 % 4[5 81 &
« with its opposing political parties.; 4 37 pEE
» With its pluralistic religious expressions; REHIZ T

 CITIES, are difficult environments for the gospel to grow in, right? I EESHNEREERNEHT
BiE, 2IE?

» There are more beliefs. B R EH{E1]
* There are more options. AN[ERJERE
* The alternatives are more pervasive and available. JEIE#ARIEEIEE

* And so we think that the complexity means that the gospel doesn’ t take root as easily. Fir
IR PIBEEERIREE S LR EIAILR -



* But this passage shows us the opposite of this thinking, and it shows us something that histori-
ans, anthropologists, sociologists, and archeologists, all agree on: (BiE &R AV &R 9B R -
ERMEIELRER > AEER > HEER > THERF—HEEHN

 Christianity THRIVED in complicated cities. EEHEEENIHT R IEFELIE -

* The Roman Empire was the most urbanized pluralistic society that the world had ever seen.
EETEHISERFER ERETMZTentts -

* There were several hundred ethnic groups;

spread out over several hundred regions; speaking a multiplicity of languages, Practicing
untold numbers of religions. Really diverse. Really Complex. B4 B &Eix » AHAETFEEEE
1 ; MABNES ; BITEUAFTENRE -

* And most of these people were living in cities. Rome, hit a million people centuries before
another city would.

And then there were these other massive population centers, like Antioch. XE49 A B{EFEH
e ZEAERRETHME&ETLHETEEAD - MEEBBEMEZNAORL  BRELIRM -

* And yet, if you read the history, you discover that by 313 AD, 56% of the population were
Christians. NR{FERESE - (RF VLA TEIIIFRE » S6BMAOREERE -

* And even more interesting is that nearly ALL of those following Jesus were in cities. EH#EH]

XTSRRI ERE B ER AT

* [ronically, it was the people living in RURAL areas who were the secular, polytheistic individu-

als. FRARERNE » ERNEENAZHE - SHHNEIHA -

* In fact the word “pagan” or “Paganas” literally meant countryside or farmland. E5& E
paganis EFRE BN EM -

» The people the cities were the Christians. £ HIA S EE#E -
* The people outside the city became known as pagans. ms A B EHSGE -

» After the Roman empire fell, it took until the 1850’ s for the world to begin to look and func-
tion in a way that was similar to when the Roman empire was atits height. FZZEBHTE ' B
F850F MR A FXBIR B RFBEIEE R G2 E ST R FRERARRHE -

* Which means that the world we live in today is more like that time period than ever before.

B BRERFEENE ERREBERRIFEENEE -
* Which has incredible importance to us, and here’ swhy. iZ2i 8 PEEE » EE2HREHR -

* We have to see that the last time the world was, this complex, this pluralistic, this trou-
bled, Christianity EXPLODED. H {fi4 BB R F—RIE R EEEEH > Tt T8 BEEBREET

o But WHY? E{fEERE ?

* The first thing is that the city reveals the gospel’ s power to transform individual lives.
There’ slife change actually happening. Bl R TREFEESHNED - RS LER
HEEWEAE -

* |f youlook back to verse 20 and 24, twice it says that great numbers were following Jesus.



FE20FN2480 » WORIREIFFZ AR E -

e Here’ swhat’ sfascinating about this: E 2 B EFEiEZE ANERE o

* Up until this point the people preaching the gospel were preaching to religious people.
BIER - AMBEHESHERBANEE -

* They figured that the people who would understand the gospel, the people who would
love Jesus, would be people who loved, or at least respected, the Bible.

MBS ESEARTERES  BIHK > BEELEFRLE -

* People who were trying to know or seek after God. So they preached to the
religious people, saying, “This is the fulfillment of what you’ ve beenlooking for.” iZ A 2k
ElRa S EIB KA o BT P RBAEEE » i ‘B RN IR I ER 7

* They NEVER in their widest imaginations, dreamed that it would be the irreligious who would
be interested in this Jesus. i3 R BEGBE LI RB AR BR&FA FH

e Those city people? BRLEI TR AN ?
e Those immoral people? BRLERIEER ANE ?
* Those people who are all so different and hard to understand? FRLE X R—1E X EER AL ?

* But when they started preaching to these people, they are shocked, because there are
MASSIVE numbers of people who are incredibly interested in, and open to, the Gospel.

A2 E IR EE A EENRE  MAKET RAERKEABWIALHESTEANRE BB -
 Jesus tells this story, a parable, of two sons. ERéfRzEiE—E&HEE > B mERFHEES -

* (We callit the prodigal son, but that’ s a horrible name because the story is actually about
two sons.) But the pointis that there are these two sons. FH I ERFHEEE > BEEHEERAE—E
FEF  AAMEEMMNMERFH -

* And the first one that we meet goes and spends his inheritance on wine and women. He
parties his inheritance away. HFIXEE—EE TEAX T BEERNEZEBEEMLAL -

* Now, if you’ re a 1st century Jew, listening to this story, and you heart this, where do you
conclude the younger brother ran off too? He went to the city, right? He went to Antioch.

WMRFE—EE AN » BEEENSE  RERSsEINEFRETHR ? th—E2EHTE
05?7 bR 7 RIeh -

* Now, go back to the other brother. The one who thinks he’ s the good son. « Where was
he? He was home, On the FARM. Right? ZR#&EFKfEIZI 5—ER% - BEMECEBSEECERHFRF
9 o METRARIR ? fthiER - R > 218 7

*Now, one of the points Jesus makes in the story is that they were both equally estranged
from the father. One in hisimmorality. One in his morality. But both alienated. BR&ffEis &S
TR — B2 E M AR FEE AR EREE AGE - —EREfMMNEE D - —EREMRNEES - IZMmA
ERIRE



e BUT NOTICE THIS: In the end, it’ s the YOUNGER brother who is more open to receiving
grace. Why ? BRSERENE—8 : RKME  RNRTEMBIEZRM - RAHE?

* Well, | believe there are few explanations. BB XK EREA o

e First, if you’ re living in this environment, you are exposed to new ideas, to more ideas, and
so you tend to be more open to hearing other ideas. B4t » {RUNEAFFEEERE » REBERRE
RRE - BEMEE » FTRAIREEE R S BE B R AR AN B

. BUT at the same time, because of the complexities, because of the trials and struggles,
you’ ve also see the weaknesses of those ideas. [ER » FaE#EMN - RSB IEH > (Rt
ERELABARSEE,

e You’ ve seen the failure of various philosophies {fREZR| T BT > B
* you’ ve seen the failure of politics; REZ| T BUARI KB Z E

S

* you’ ve seen the failure of religion. {REZE T REHI KB Z B
* You’ ve likely even seen the failure of your OWN ideas. {RtLERIGEEE| T BB EAN KLz &
* And so you become increasingly open. 582 » {RE B -

* Not only that, when a younger brother falls away from God, he knows it. He feels it in the
depths of his soul. There’ s an ache. There’ s an emptiness. There’ s even a willingness to

admit it. FEEGE - E/NE TR - RS S O R - fE S S BN RRRSE - B8
o —ETE - BE A EREERERE— -

* But when a religious person, when a moral person drifts away from God, they just keep try-
ing harder, and they get more bitter, and more angry. Al @& =H AT - —EREEN A RS
o MMARARESINER  S8EEE > EER -

* And when someone tries to talk to them about the gospel, about grace, about love, they
become defensive. They seek to protect their position. & B AEEIEERETS © F:% B
o hMsEmEn o thfEREECHNE -

But not these younger brothers. (E2/NRFRE o

* There’ sreallife change happening. Because they are seeing something different and
that’ sreally the second explanation. EEBHA GREELRE - RAMMERTEN—LERRA » 5
IR PIREEZEERRA -

* Antioch reveals a new way to live. It shows us something groundbreaking. #2280 7 —1{&

MEENL R - ERTFAERMZEBMERHE

* See, Antioch was built by one of Alexander the Great’ s generals, and held incredible eco-
nomic and strategic significance. L1225 E (L KK AT EFTER > BBANLEMKIKRER
o

» But there was a bi-product of it’ slocation that is critical for us to see. Because it was build
by Romans, there were Romans and Greeks there.

But because it was close to Africa it also had lots of African residents.

But then, it was also close to and connected to Asia, which means there were Persians, Indi-
ans, and Chinese there as well.



The result is that there were very few cities in the world that were this diverse. (BE2EEFHFHE
ZERNREZECHNNEBEVEMEENFES - RECEEBANEN  BEBEBANGEA - RAE
#LIEN - O ERZIEMNAEBEE - EEE - BHEDNELS » FIUAEKRERELERTA » BIE
A HBEA o X

* And we know that because of this there were at least 18 ethnic quarters or neighborhoods
that existed in the city. RRiER - EEEHTHRE18ERKEILRE -

* SO, when the city was built, it had a wall around the city. But, it also had walls within the city,
around every ethnic neighborhood. They did this to protect the varying groups from each

other. FTAE MM HEER N BB - ISHAESEEELEBEEER  AEREZEEFELRLERE
HORRHEL -

* And Life worked like this...commerce/marketplace...then back to your enclave. A4 &5
EEFET e o cHE/MH e o - REDFRFIBAEEESE

* But when the gospel comes to Antioch, and something remarkable happens. AI 2 & &= £
TR R ERNEERLET o

Acts 11:26

And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

FEfEITIE11:126 26 HET » HiHEIRRA X - iMEE —FHNIXNZE—RARE  ZEITHZ
A - FIfERBA TEEf SRTIRMES -

* That term, Christian, never existed, prior to this moment. It means that among all of the eth-
nicities, and nationalities, all of the cultures in the city of Antioch, a new group emerged that
was not only comprised of all ethnicities and nationalities, but this new groups primarily point
of identity was no longer where they came from, or the language they spoke, or the neigh-
borhood they lived in. fEi5 2 FIEE S EFANFE - DMERERRAMSEREE - B - fsct
B —EFMIARRE - SEABFTNEEESHTEAREMBERHOALERK  MEEEAFNIZNS SR
HERMR  RTEFRS > AEFEBRERLRE -

e Are you catching this? {REEE T 1§ ?

« It was really easy to identity people in Antioch. I BITE RIRFIRA S A o
* Oh, you’ re from there? B » {REILIBKH ?

e Then you speak this language. BB RIERIEIEE S ©

* You eat this food. IZEEEY)

* You vote in this direction. iSt&RZE -

* And you worship that God. FFEAR{EF# -

* Now we have problem in that people who were once easy to identify and categorize have
created a new identity and a new category. IRFEEL T —EAEE » EAAMERAE FIERES
B - ATRIRESR T — @ 5 2R A

e In fact, Acts 13:1 mentions 5 leaders in the Antioch church who are from 3 continents and
four different racial groups. =& L » F/RETEHI3Z 1 IR R ELIRMAISELEH » 3R B 3EAMN4E
BREf o



« This was so radical, and here’ swhy. SE&#E » 251 o

*Everyone in the world then, and people in the world today, believe that religion or religious
affiliation is just a function of your culture. FMEREHEHEEA » XML —1% » BRERBEZRABX
LM —EEY -

* If you’ re Bosnian, you’ re muslim. a1 {REZEEEIEAN » FBIRFEBHIA o
e If you’ re ltalian, you’ re catholic. IR IREFRARFIA » BIRFHE R EHIGE o
e If you’ reTibetan, you’ re Hindu. IR {RE2FEA » (RELRENEHLE -

e But now we have something so completely different. Af2IRE—INEPARA—1E T ©

* For the first time there is an experience of God that is so profound it was bringing people
together across cultures. HERIURE—REF —EEHENREREERZ - BEEEXCIBAMTE
—3 .

* They were becoming friends. fh PR & RBA
* They were worshipping together. fi{fi—E#FE
* They were becoming a body together. fhifiE—E S -

* And the world was forced to come up with a different name to describe them, because
they couldn’ t fitinto any preexisting category.

B R B A M —ERE RN 2Rk Rt - BAMARERURFEERELEER -

* Here was an experience deeper than culture; it was more powerful than politics; it was
more meaningful than money. E—EZLELE XL ERZ  LkBUAEBR 1 > LLEBRFAEESE -

* The gospel brought people together who would have never been together otherwise. 1%
FEARTIER R BE—EIAMFR T —E8 -

* And by calling them Christians, they are forced to admit, “Maybe there is a reality and a
truth that is not just culturally constructed.” E#BfthfIAEERE » tRAAERER » “BHEE—E
B MEIBZ BRI o

e lllustration: Keith Jenkins and Gabe Barriero B : Keith Jenkins 1 Gabe Barriero

* Our friendship was unlikely. Try to explain how a black man from streets of Baltimore, a
Mexican from the back alleys of LA, and white dude from middle-class suburbia become best

fiends. ZMZENAEARTE HeEBRE—EEENEST LNERA  BEUKREENSZATA
BA—ERREH ERRN B AW R ARFHNPA -

e Butl” llnever forget one part of the conversation. FK# 8 S50 —2RHEEE
* We realized that something has happened to us. FFIE#HENFEFRPE L84 T HE

« Keithis no longer ‘black enough’ to be fully accepted in black culture. KeithF~fg| “Zj2”
MBERBA LR RER -

» And Gabe is no longer “Mexican enough” to be fully acceptedin Mexican culture.
Gabe RH “ZIRPE" MERBATLTRES -



* And truth be told, Im no longer “White enough” for my white friends. & &ak{R1{M » EHRFH
MBEABEMELAE “Ag” -

* We don’ tfit the categories, or the stereotypes, if you will. I {IFREBEESFZIREEER] o

e Butit’ snotbecause of something WE did. It’ s because of what the GOSPEL has done, in
us. BE—IAEEREMM T HE - mEEAETERMED ML

* We are a part of NEW Humanity. We are an expression of what the church of Jesus looks

like. R AN —EB5 - A EBHBIHRE -

* | might be FROM that place, but I don’ t BELONG to that place. W H LR EM S 3k » BFH AR
BERRE -

* | belong to the new humanity. FBIRFEFTALE o

* And the new humanity needs a new name. Because the OLD NAME doesn’ t work any
more. MEMARRTE—EHNEF - RAPBLEZFEEIHALE -

When you belong to the Gospel, you will no longer belong anywhere else. E{RBIR1ES » (R
TEEBREMAIE -

* We getanew name. HMEEHEZ -
* And a new identity. ¥r54 -

* And all of those other labels, all of those other characteristics, they just don’ t quite fit any
more. DARTRARE - EfthivrE o THeERmIRF

* When | look at Antioch, that’ swhat | see. i 2 ERE LIRS @ TR » REFERW -
So, a couple of things to think about to wrap up. fE455R > B F 9B 42,
* First, To what will you belong? 88— - {REBHMTE ?

* |” ve heard people in recent days saying we need a third party system. i iz B B AR
MREEE=ERERRK -

« We don’ tneed a third party system. B {FIAEEL=FAREZRL
*We need a third way to LIVE. REEE=FHRKREF -
* We need a new humanity HFHEZFHHALE o

“When Christians are more conversant around partisan talking points than the Sermon on
the Mount we demonstrate that our Christianity is secondary and servant to our politics.”
- Rich Villodas

‘HEERERRBRERLLHE L EIEREIRER - BNRBIENNEEE MR FIRER
MNBUEM <7 -25- 4RI

e Christians don’ t fit into political categories. EEB{EARASBECERIEER

* And then second; this is more of a statement about our church than anything else.
BEREBERRMBZHN



e |don’ tbelieve we are called to be a multi-cultural church. BEAHER PN EENK &—E%
XAk

* Antioch was a multi-cultural city, and the walls made it evident. 232 w2 — 18 2% 3L B3

™ IPEFMASE R R -

* We are called to be an INTER-cultural church. Where all people, from all cultures, shape a
NEW Gospel reality in this place and time. F i B A —EXX L ZMAEE - TEE @ #EX
LR ANFI—E 2 E—EFESNER » s BT AR -

e [’ s not about accommodation. EAREENIGILEE o
e [t’ saboutintegration. E2ENEE
e |t’ s aboutinclusion and embrace. &R Gz o

* And, by the way, let me just add, that thisisn’ tjust about ethnicity. This is also about age.
Will we be a church that is multi-generational? i Bisth R R 2@ FfEiE - hE2EENER - R{9E
AR EZHRNEENS ?

* One of the distinct reasons Christianity flourished the way it did was the ‘no explanation’
nature of all of these people coming together. EB#HETH—EERGE “Fa@E” WERE

BANEE o
* They only thing that could answer that question was Jesus. 2 B BR&kaE [0 &= @R A
e That’ s my hope for us. EFEFHFIRIIHE

* See, we aren’ there to build a great church. We’ re here to build a great city. We’ re
here to be a new humanity. & » A2 EEEEZE—BERENEE - RBEEEEE—BEREN
T o MIEEEEZM RN -

* That’ swhat the Gospel does IN us. IRt RS =3 FE m T o
e And that’ s what the Gospel does THROUGH us. gt 255 m BB P -

* When we choose to belong to the Gospel before we belong to anything else. & {fiiEi2E
REFEBRMEMAINRAZR -

Benediction: {5 :

* May you belong so radically to the gospel that in your love, in your grace, in your ability to
cross cultural / generational / and political boundaries, that people will be forced to call you
by a brand new name.

: FRRAEMRNE - B MRS /R / BUR R R EE N Lt s B E - AESA
LR A — B2 R A ap SRABIT R



