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When the world turned upside down — Week #17 Acts 13:1-14:27
More than Meets the Eye

EEREFEKRE 178 EiETEIS: 1-14:27
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When we read about the people living during the time this was written, we are reading about
people who were navigating similar complexities as we are experiencing now. L {1iE4 3 (

FEEITR) N > RASANERNANEENE MR IR KERMRAL
e Life wasn’ tsimple. £ 5FFAREEA o
* Life was complex. £5ERE 2 -
* And substance was hard to find. £ sy REESE -
And then there’ s the birth of the church. AE2H & EE -
 And there’ slife. £4p3 7T -
* And there’ smeaning. EX K7 -
» And there’ ssubstance. SLERK T

One of the things you’ Il notice as you read the book of Acts is that people are in Awe. [

EFETERY B BRERFN—HEI AR

* Over and over again, the book of Acts describes people as being amazed,
or being awe struck, by what was happening. {175 —iE X — Bl A1 L £ NE
B RERIF AR

* There was awe because of the power of God was moving among them
inaway they’ dneverseen before. Z FrlAMR > &R A EFHHIRBERIFTAR BRI X
fIhEIiE -

* The promise that Jesus made that his Holy Spirit would be given, and that there would
be power, had been fulfilled. ER&RERF T BRI EEHFH BT @ WEBAENHFSSLER -

There’ s this deep sense of WONDER that they are encountering. fth{f8:8 2| L 2118 5 W I 14
5
 Their physical circumstances? They hadn’ treally changed. g S EEART ? fth {5
RATYE -
* Their economic status? Still the same. fth PRI EAR R IE 2 — 1% o
* They’ re living in the same houses, doing the same jobs, living among the same

friends. i MEEMEBNFETFE - “EMABNIE > EHEBMAKPLERE -

* These people were discovering substance, and yet most of what WE call substance in
our day, hadn’ treally changed. E¥ A EEREEY » BERMS KB AZHNED
LR EEF -



* [t might be revealing that there are dimensions of experience that we haven’ ten-
countered, or aren’ t paying attention to. And amidst those dimensions, we find sub-
stance. BLKREHMERBIIBH » SERMPEREREN - BEEMIBEDR > RMSHRE
B o

Everything we see is not everything that is. B FIFFEZIE YN IEE BN AE o

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon
who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and

Saul.
FRETE I3 ERREMNEB T - BEULENNEE  REEEEMBRRENAE ~ HFRAR
Ko BB/FESHEI-RBRANES > MIFE -
* Luke’ sinclusion of these names is an intentional decision to reveal the diversity of
the church at Antioch. BEMIIAEEAZE2—EEREN  EEBSIREMNBAENSHE

* Both ethnic, and economic diversity. f& & FI& T Z 1214 o

* The church of Antioch was multicultural and was the first place that the followers
of Jesus were called Christians. LB EEZ T XL AE » It B2 IFEEHBAEE
TEAIHEIR o

* They weren’ t defined by their economics or ethnicity, but by the transforming
power of the grace of God. E&EEMNER N ERBEMPMKBENERRKERMN - MR
B LB REEM B MR ERD -

Acts 13:2-3 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and

praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.

FREITE 13 2t MEEE T MERRE - BER . [ERAFSREEENFEEMIL BT
fEo ] SNZMPRRESERE  GKEEENFEZRT  RBIREMMET -

There are two life-transforming realities in these two very simple verses. £iE M EIIEE BB &S
Fo AREELCAENER -

* They were worshiping and fasting. i {fiESFMNER -

= /8

* Worship in song is arevealing practice. WIETFE 2B ERURI—FEIR4R -

* |t’ saforeign concept because we’ ve come to believe that everything we see
is everything that is. E2—EFREHS » RAKMESKMEE > RMMEIN—THMEE

= °

* Worship is engagement with the unseen. In worship we acknowledge a God that
can’ tbe seen.These people are living in that reality. #EFE R EEFAAERNER
HEWFEF > RPBEBEFRN® - SBEAEFEHFNERES -

» And, they are fasting. T H » fh{HEZE -



* There’ slots of reasons we fast, but one reason is to subdue our physical appetites
and physical needs to become aware of unseen spiritual realities. FHMZEEHE AR
Z > BHA—ERARE=REMANRENSERFE  TRMAEBRRREETIRNEEE

* We see people who are actively engaged in areality that is unseen because they
are convinced that the physical is not all that there is. F{f4E&E | A fItEE L E—EIREE
ETRNER  EAthM2EREVELTZE— -

* They are engaged in realities beyond what they can touch or see. God speaks to

them through his Spirit. fth{F3L/Z TN EEBIR BRI NEE - EHFEFMMEE MR

B o
Could it be that our frustration with God’ s lack of direction in our lives is the bi-product in our
lack of engagement in anything other than the physical realm? 3% _EEEFR PN A TE RS
E5|fVAE RS R AR MR EHYE BEUAINEYIN 2 g ?

* Our insistence on physical responses often means we miss hearing his still small voice.

HMBFEAEEMEEESRMESR T HIMLBEMINNES -

* If you wanted to strip the power from the church, | believe the best way to accom-
plish that would be to over-intellectualize Jesus and distract us from the unseen aspect
of what it means to be a Christian. IR EBERMAETHEE L - HMBEERE—BENRES
BB SRR SRR (L - A BRI MAEERRREMETRNERIEIES -

They don’ t go to God with their plans. They go to God seeking HIS plans. fi{fi@EZEE 2 lETE)
EH LT MMESKEFHEE -

» They come to God asking him to show them HIS ways. «fth iz 2 5 mEaT > &5 #hm@fth 1
B NAYE RS o

 They seek God, and HIS direction. i {fi= sk FE b5
* They are aware of HIS leading. b {fi%0iE #h#ESERIHBAL -
e And then, when he leads, they follow. &#h#=4a0F » fth{FIERRE -

* So God speaks to them. It’ s send Paul and Barnabas to places they’ ve never been,
and have them tell people about Jesus. A1 L H RS » MEFRENE EE X EM
AR LB T - I FAFIE AP B ERER

| long for us to be a church that seeks God for lives that are bigger than our own imaginations.
That we would allow God to place things in our hearts that are bigger than what we could
have come up with. BBZ2R MR A—ERE  RESKIPLLE BENESERN AL o FEIRM
R LFR LR IR BEINEARMEBFRAEI IO -

Acts 13:4-12

So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed
to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the syna-
gogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. 6 When they had gone through the
whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet



named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who
summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the magi-
cian (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away
from the faith. 9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at
him 10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and
villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 11 And now, behold,
the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.”
Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him
by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was
astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

[EfEITIE 13 1 4- 12 fE RS AT EE

MR REETEZIE » BN EIFRA  WERRAMERBIRE » ST THELK » SIFERAASEER
ERHNE  BEABMEMMANET - SMMEEES - ERA - 58 R — @it IR AR
el BB - 7EABMLK RESREE - TR REZEEEA > thBEELMTEE >
REEMNE - SRZM LU & B (b 27 BH ARSI TAMNE R ) B - RARERERERE
I O1R%E - X BIRE > (WEEFRW - EFEM - 108 1 [RERMEERFELES > BRANRE T —17
ERNE - RENFIERBENIEER ? 11IRERE > TNFEIRSE > FIER > BHERR
B o | MARRMBFEEEM » MERER - KANZFEM - 1268RERAELENFEUET -
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Do you realize that Satan, or the enemy, is mentioned over 250 times in the NT? As an aver-
age, for example, in the New Testament alone, “the enemy” would be mentioned one time
in every chapter.

EREERME WERMA EFOPRIRIIBIBS0OR ? THTE - FEETORET  SEHE
RE WAT K -

Ephesians 6:10-12 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor
of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’ s schemes. For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

PASBRTE 6 1 10-12 SRS SHE

BEARTHGE  MMEEEL > FREMENAEXADERGRNA - 1 ZFEMABNEZEIELE Qs
IR RV o 12EAFMAEFETRBEMRNFZE - DEEABLRHIN - RN - EREURETER
o URREBERBEEE -

Acts 26:17-18: “l willrescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. | am sending
you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who
are sanctified by faith in me.”

fEHEITHF 26:17-18
17RO ERIRREEERNNATANTF - HMERZIMBMAIEE > 18EMMMRRE - it RSP
EERR - EHBRET RO ; fMAEERMERMEE  M—IIRENARSEE - J |
* Make no mistake there is a cosmic battle going on, that is not with people. Z #£%RT »
—ISARHRAFTZENFH 2 B IEEETT

* Although it’ s difficult for some in our modern culture to comprehend or understand,
itis still a true fact. We are engaged in a tension between two kingdoms. May sound



mystical and cosmic and surreal. Maybe challenging to our sophisticated sensibilities.
BERMRARCPNEL AL IRRN TR BEHREEE - M EEMELIEZEEARR
% o ARG E M - FENABREMN - ATt aERMERNERE -

* Our culture today, would love to tell you that every bad thing that happens has a
couse that can be located and identified in someone’ s past. F {45 KX LIEE SR
 BENSHEEHEHERTUEEZEANBEPKELHEE

* Everything is cause and effect. —fJJ#} &R X -

* What we see today is simply the byproduct of something that happened yester-
day. IS REINEERERBENEFNEIER -

Which is WHY we are convinced if we change all of the system... If we change people’ s
experiences, if we make everything just right, then bad things won’ t happen. gt 2 AT EK
MHEEUNRKMELMERANRER. . INRIR e APIRZE  NR—INEERE - BEEERIGE
E o

“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils.
One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and
unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased with both errors and hail a
materialist or a magician with the same delight.” —C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters

HAWERE > HPNERATESRAMEREMXEARMNERCY - —EETHEEENGFE - 5@
EZHEER - TEMBEERATNMERNMY - e HEMERRRIEESE > LI
EENSREEYERENEMENEMN - — CS. BI5Hr (Lewis) » IB#4HEY - F47H o ixo

“The Bible teaches us that Human disobedience led to sin. But angelic disobedience led to
evilin the world.” - Randy Remington

BEEFRRM - ABNTRESEHTRE - BEXRENTREER 7R LHIRE - Bl FHER

The Lords prayer distinguishes between the two. FEXEMEBE B -

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil.

BAEE 6:9-13 9HMAER LR  FATHERMNZRE - 10FERMERER ; MRNEERTEDLE > 0
BiTEXRL - 11IHMEANRE - SHBAIM - 1283 MHIE - WEHM% T ARE o 13RI

B RAIR  BEFREEXE

Jesus makes a distinction between the sins we are being forgiven OF, and the Evil we are be-

ing delivered FROM. HR&RFE 3R P95 2 9 TR B P91 XU R B I 2 R it T T4 ©

Acts 13:10 ...will you no cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?”

fEfEITEH 13:10 - fRERIFIEIRH EREED ?

The Devilis a divider; he brings division wherever he can. R 22 34E - fhEFE—1R] e K5
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e US FROM OURSELVES #&# BeEkME S 25
e US FROM THE CHURCH (FELLOW BELIEVERS) #§3:ME#& A8 (FEHE)
o If you’ re Married, YOUR SPOUSE. INR B2 15 » 1§ EBEENEESE -

The Devilis not really creative, he is more like a parasite that will attach himself to our selfish-

ness, pettiness and bring division. Buthe’ sreal. BRI AEEEFAE I thERE—ESF 4
& IFERBEERMNET  BEETRSH - thE2EER -

There are unseen realities that can be ignored, but they can’ tbe denied. B—EFRRHE
B LUZEE - ERAEER -

* And ignoring the full-spectrum of reality will result in a life that is desperately seeking
substance in a substance less reality. ZiR 2N ERAFE X —FEAETERRE » BB A EEH
ERBEBEMREERSKER -

 If all we have, if allthat ‘is’ , is what we can see and touch and taste, well, then OF
course we’ |l be desperate. But if there is more, and certainly there is, then it explains
how you and | can have relative peace in complicated, trying, times. (1R R FEFR—
EEEHFRERAMANINE—T)  EEESRMAILES > FIMERI > FE > HPERZE
2 - B2 IRANERER (ERTERER) - BEEMBWNTEERENFEEFEEE

HFELoE THRE -
Benediction i

* May your eyes be opened... FE{RIF R ZERE ...
* May you live a life of substance... fEf&iB EFRERAETE...

* May you hear, and obey, and have dreams larger than your imagination. FEf&EEZ »
RRIEIL A LB R ERMEAE





