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When the World Turned Upside Down
Week 22: Acts 17 : 23-41 “The Religion of the Empire ”
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Acts 19:23-41 The Riot in Ephesus

23 About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. 24 A silversmith named
Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in a lot of business for the craftsmen
there. 25 He called them together, along with the workers in related trades, and said: “You
know, my friends, that we receive a good income from this business. 26 And you see and
hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in
Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that gods made by human
hands are no gods at all. 27 There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name,
but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited; and the goddess
herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her
divine majesty.”

28 When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: “Great is Artemis of the
Ephesians!” 29 Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaius and Aris-
tarchus, Paul’ s traveling companions from Macedonia, and all of them rushed into the
theater together. 30 Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but the disciples would not let
him. 31 Even some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message beg-
ging him not to venture into the theater.

32 The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some another. Most of the
people did not even know why they were there. 33 The Jews in the crowd pushed Alexander
to the front, and they shouted instructions to him. He motioned for silence in order to make a
defense before the people. 34 But when they realized he was a Jew, they all shouted in uni-
son for about two hours:  “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

35 The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: “Fellow Ephesians, doesn’ t all the world know
that the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of her image,
which fell from heaven? 36 Therefore, since these facts are undeniable, you ought to calm
down and not do anything rash. 37 You have brought these men here, though they have nei-
ther robbed temples nor blasphemed our goddess. 38 If, then, Demetrius and his fellow crafts-
men have a grievance against anybody, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. They
can press charges. 39 If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in a
legal assembly. 40 As it is, we are in danger of being charged with rioting because of what
happened today. In that case we would not be able to account for this commotion, since
there is noreason forit.” 41 After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly.
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The God of history understands every story.

History repeats itself almost like clockwork and we can be certain the eternal current of
God’ s purpose is running right through the middle of what we’ re going through right now -
and that He has placed US here for this important moment.
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BACKSTORY: Our passage starts with a really intriguing sentence...

About that time there arose a great disturbance about The Way.... #38F - RiEEEMENEE)
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“About that time.” About what time?” s “» KM EERHE ?

Acts 19 8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing per-
suasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to
believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and
had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years:-----
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Paul had been in the city of Ephesus preaching - the Bible says, “openly and fearlessly” in
the synagogue. This goes on for three months and many Jews convert to the way of Jesus,
but others are angry - in fact, they’ re angry enough that Paul takes the disciples he’ s made
and begins teaching in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. Scholars are unclear on who Tyrannus was
exactly, but speculate that he was either a Greek philosopher or a Jewish rabbi with a private
school and Paul rents that space from him and teaches every day for two years. This means
Paul is no longer teaching as a Jewish leader - he’ s all on his own, working from a private
venue, so he’ slike one of the popular philosophers of the day except he’ s communicating
a life-changing message. The message is SO compelling, in fact, that the Bible says so that

“all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.”
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It’ simportant at this point to understand two things...1) Paul is VERY well known and very
popular. 2) The message of Jesus is taking root and multiplying at a remarkably rapid rate.
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And the thingis:it’ snotjusta ‘message” people are hearing -it’ s power they’ re expe-
riencing. Miracles are happening through Paul - so much so that people are bringing their
handkerchiefs and aprons to him to touch and then taking them to sick people who are
healed. EL2E : AMTEIMANNE—D HE” > MEMIEEARHHE - RE EELEEFIT-
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In the Roman Empire as well as the Jewish diaspora, magic and divination is a big deal even if
itwasn’ tusually the real deal. So this is revival. People are being healed and delivered - but
the BIGGER thing is yet to come. £Z B ELIRMAARSIRTH > BARMENE—MHXE - A
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In vs. 19 it tells us that people who had been involved in sorcery get together and burn their
scrolls publicly - when they add up the value of the scrolls it comes to 50,000 drachmas - this
would be several million dollars today This is a significant moment because this is the where
the seeds of the message of Jesus poke up through the ground in the lives of these baby be-
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It’ s one thing to listen to the message and to say Yes with every head bowed and every eye
closed. Another thing altogether when it comes time to pay the bill - when it begins to cost
you in obedience or suffering or money. That’ s this moment. it’ s this put up or shut up situ-
ation and this shows that these people are all in. The people are turning as a result of heart
change to allow sweeping LIFE change -this is where they move into something that looks like
wholehearted relationship with Jesus.
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Wholehearted = Singular devotion to the person and purpose of Jesus Christ to the exclusion
of all more enticing or impressive options. 2.2 % = NEESREEW AR BN ERINER - BT
B EIBEARLEE -

It may not be easy to describe, but you know it when you see it. That” swhatwe’ re

Acts 19:23-27 “About that time there arose a great disturbance about The Way. A silver-
smith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in a lot of business for
the craftsmen there. He called them together, along with the workers in related trades, and
said: “You know, my friends, that we receive a good income from this business. And you see
and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here

in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that gods made by human
hands are no gods at all. There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good hame, but
also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited; and the goddess her-
self, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her
divine majesty.”
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Acts 19:28-32 When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: “Great is Artemis
of the Ephesians!” Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaius and Aris-
tarchus, Paul’ s traveling companions from Macedonia, and all of them rushed into the the-
ater together. ...the assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some another.
Most of the people did not even know why they were there...”
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In Matthew 21, Jesus goes on a rampage cleaning out the temple - the temple that was built
to honor God’ s name and to house His presence - and it is now filled with people who just
want to make a buck. What used to be a place for wholehearted worship became a shop-
ping mall instead. How do we get there? There are a million things that pull at our devotion

to the way of Jesus: Paul calls it the “sin that so easily entangles us” . Small gods, silly idols.
Reputation, pride, greed, dishonesty. But there is also a whole swamp of “good” things that
keep us divided.

MBHAEDREBEZT2 EFHEPEERSE T XEER  JERERENCSHN BT MEEN - BHNEN
TERNHNEE - WE > BREHFEH T IEMEAA - BEEZLOEEEFNHTT » BRERT B
Bl e BIVEAEHRE? —BALMHEDERINFAZBERAER - REREN “REZEEIINFE
N M BENGBER - BE > B 1% TESE - B2 WAFRSE ‘49 FHRERNEHNOE

B o



He did what was right in the Lord’ s sight, but not wholeheartedly. 2 Chronicles 25:2

EIHHTIANERPERIENS » RERBLAENLC -
These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me. Matthew 15:8 MiEF%
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Wholehearted love for Jesus will show in our lives and ripple out into our world.
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Do a self-check for these signs of a divided heart:
1. Reliance other sources for the help only Jesus can give. (story)

2. Myopic focus on being right instead of loving right.
3. Spiritual, emotional and relational numbness.
BHRRERRELEEEM !
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Give me an undivided heart that | may fear Your name. Psalm 86:11
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